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PREFACE. 



A PERIOD of thirteen years has now elapsed since I 
had the satisfaction of publishing, for the information 
of my Professional Brethren, a minute and faithful 
detail of what actually parsed under my own obser- 
vation, in the vast number of sixteen thousand^ six 
hundred^ and fifty-four Births^ and thus furnishing 
them with data from which to draw their own con- 
elusions. It affords me extreme gratification to 
know that my intentions have been fulfilled, and 
that the test of time has not in any respect dimi- 
nished, but yearly increased, the interest of this 
record. By it a new era has been established in the 
mode of registering similar reports, and henceforth 
none, save such as are minute, can be expected to 
command the attention of the experienced Physician. 
My object in the publication of the present volume, 
is to give an equally accurate and faithful detail of 
what actually passed under the observation of the 
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late Doctor Joseph Clarke, in private practice 
amongst the highest ranks of society in this metro- 
polis, during the lengthened period of forty-four years, 
including the unexampled number of three thousand^ 
eight hundred^ and seventy -eight births. This I 
look upon as, indeed, a record of the utmost value to 
the profession, presenting them, as it does, with a 
description of information, nowhere hitherto promul- 
gated, and well deserving of their serious considera- 
tion. My medical brethren shall now have before 
them a series of observations in hospital and private 
practice, so ample, and, I anxiously hope, so satisfac- 
tory, as to enable them clearly to comprehend the 
results in these two important, and, in several re- 
spects, dissimilar fields of practice. We have, first. 
Doctor Clarke's Hospital report, of 10,387 cases; sub- 
sequently, my own, of 16,654; and, lastly, this record, 
of 3,878 cases; in all, thirty thimsand^ nine hundred^ 
and nineteen. 

I have preceded this report by a short sketch of 
the life and writings of this distinguished individual, 
whose well known skill and great industry so largely, 
in his life time, benefitted the profession, and which, 
now that he is removed, have left us the means of 
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supplying a record of facts to aid us in our private 
practice, which, in my humble opinion, is of greater 
intrinsic value than any known. 

To investigate and arrange a registry embracing 
so many matters of importance, and extending over 
SO great a number of years, required much attention 
and perseverance; yet the reward to me is very 
abundant, when I feel convinced I am but pursuing a 
course in strict accordance with every act of the life 
of so revered a relative, and, at the same time, dis- 
charging a duty to the profession, which may, I hope, 
be productive of as great an extent of good, as it is 
my anxious desire to contribute. 

The. commencement of the following statement of 
Doctor Clarke's early history was written by himself, 
and has reference to the period preceding his esta- 
blishment as a Physician in Dublin. 



IV[errlon.8quare, January, 1849. 



ANECDOTES 



OF 



JOSEPH CLARKE, ESQ., M.D. 



(PAR LUI-MEME.) 



I AM told that I was born on the 8th of April, 1758, 
in the parish of Desertlin, townland of Tamnadoey, 
County of Londonderry. My father, James Clarke, 
had realized some property chiefly by agricultural 
pursuits. His character was such as I shall be ever 
anxious to emulate : his reading was not extensive, 
being principally confined to the Bible. I was a 
second son, and very early in life showed a great 
disposition towards school learning. At the age of 
twelve, I was put to a Latin grammar school, being 
then a good English scholar, clerk, and arithmetician. 
I remained nearly five years with a curate (Kearns), 
who had been educated in Trinity College, Dublin, 
and was always reckoned one of the best scholars of 
my standing. After reading Euclid's Elements, my 
granduncle, by the mother s side. Doctor Maconchy, of 
Dublin, recommended Glasgow College to me for the 
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study of logic, mathematics, Latin and French, each 
of which I prosecuted with industry and sensible 
improvement, in the winter of 1775 and 76. Thus 
prepared, I went to Edinburgh for the three ensuing 
years, where I studied medicine with a regularity 
and zeal exceeded by none. In September, 1779, I 
graduated with great ease to myself and some repu- 
tation. Soon after my return to Ireland, I visited 
my friends in Dublin, where I received a pressing 
invitation to remain some time in Doctor Maconchy's 
house. Having spent about three months in this 
city, much to my satisfaction and advantage, I deter- 
mined to leave it, with the intention of settling as a 
physician in Derry. A friend being in pursuit of 
recommendatory letters to forward me in this object, 
heard of a companion being wanted to accompany 
Mr. N. L. Kowley's second son to the Continent, 
whither he was going for the improvement of his 
health. Having been fortunate enough to obtain 
this appointment, I set out on the 3rd of March, 
1780, for Lausanne, in Switzerland, where we spent 
the summer months very pleasantly, while Mr. R.'s 
health was tolerably good. In October, however, 
such a change had taken place, as made it necessary 
for us to return to London, where I availed myself of 
the opportunity thus afforded me of attending Doctor 
William Hunter's spring course of lectures, which 
included those on the gravid uterus, and from which 
I derived several useful hints and practical cautions. 
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In May, 1781, Mr. Rowley died, upon which I 
returned to Dublin. During my absence, my respect- 
able and worthy granduncle. Doctor Machonchy, died : 
his successor and my uncle, George Maconchy, Esq., 
kindly offered me accommodation in his house, and 
miany friends advised me to think of settling in 
Dublin, in the accoucheur line, by which branch of 
the profession Doctor Maconchy had realized a good 
fortune. Among my advisers on this occasion, the 
most strenuous was Doctor George Cleghorn, one of 
the oldest and most intimate of Doctpr Maconchy's 
friends. From him I then, and often after, received 
very sound and useful lessons. No man knew Dublin 
better, and few could so readily direct a professional 
man as to the manner by which its inhabitants were 
to be pleased. When I decided on attempting a 
settlement in Dublin, my property was inconsiderable. 
From my father, I was entitled to between four and 
five hundred pounds. Most of this had been spent 
on education, A balance of one hundred and sixty- 
five pounds was the residue of my patrimony. To 
this I may add one hundred pounds, presented by the 
Rowley family on my return, with many compliments 
and professions of friendship. Of my allowance while 
abroad, I had not saved more than twenty pounds. 
On the 11th of July, 1781, I entered, a pupil, in 
the Lying-in Hospital, and on the 28th of March, 
1783, was appointed Assistant to the Master (Doctor 
Rock), for both of which I paid him one hundred 
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guineas, so that my cash was now very low. In 
June, 1783, through the mediation of my friend. 
Counsellor John Dunn, I received and accepted a 
proposal to go abroad with John Jacob, Esq., of the 
County Tipperary. His health was bad and his 
mother wished him to see a little of the Continent. 
My companion being in love with a Miss Gahan, to 
whom he was afterwards married, contrived to shorten 
his intended absence. We returned, in August, 1 784, 
to Ireland, and after visiting Killamey, and spending 
some weeks in Munster, I resumed my station of 
Assistant in the Lying-in Hospital, on the 14th of 
September following. By this excursion I acquired 
much valuable information, from visiting the London 
and Continental Hospitals, gratified a great deal of 
curiosity, diminished somewhat my youth (which is 
adverse to professional progress), and saved of my 
allowance two hundred and forty pounds. Once 
more, then, I felt myself independent. On the 11th 
of April, 1785, 1 was admitted Licentiate of Physic 
in the College of Physicians, for which I paid thirty 
pounds, five shillings, and five pence. On the 7th of 
April, 1786, I married Isabella Cleghorn, niece to 
Doctor George Cleghorn, with whom I got a fortune 
of fifteen hundred pounds, and on the 3rd of Novem- 
ber following, was elected to the Mastership of the 
Lying-in Hospital. 

Such are the most material circumstances of my 
history that I can at present recollect; they are 
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thrown together in haste, yet they may, at some 
future period, serve to gratify the curiosity of some 
n^ar relation, or assist my own recollection of past 
events. The registry of my practice will, in future, 
afford the best continuation of this sketch. 

JOSEPH CLARKE. 

Dublin, December, 1786. 

The above simple outline of Doctor Clarke's early 
history, written by himself, was found affixed to the 
last page of his first fee-book. The conjecture therein 
thrown out, as to the gratification it might afford, 
has been fully verified ; and I shall now, from the 
note-books of his practice and other documents and 
letters in my possession, proceed to follow up the 
continuation of the sketch thus commenced, and give 
a brief detail of the history, writings, and private 
practice, &c., of this distinguished man. The effect of 
those accidental circumstances, which so frequently 
occur in determining the future destiny of very many 
of the junior members of our profession, is here 
clearly shown, by the entire change made in the 
course he intended to pursue, arising from his short 
visit to Dublin, after the completion of his university 
career, when he thought himself on his way to seek 
professional fame, in a situation remote from the 
metropolis, where he was subsequently destined to 
become so great a benefactor to medical science, and 
so bright an ornament to his profession. His relative, 



14 LIFE, WRITINGS, AND PRIVATE PRACTICE 

Doctor Maconchy, was one of the first physicians who 
had gained character and fortune as an accoucheur in 
Dublin. He was the bosom * friend of Doctor George 
Cleghorn, then Professor of Anatomy in the Univer- 
sity, and author of a work on the diseases of Minorca, 
whose memoirs, with those of other distinguished 
physicians, were published by Lettsom, in 1786. 
Doctor Cleghorn settled in Dublin, in 1751, and to 
him we are indebted for the foundation of our Ana- 
tomical School in Trinity College, which, to the 
present day, has maintained the highest character. 
As is recorded in his memoirs, " he then commenced, 
in imitation of the two celebrated anatomical pro- 
fessors, Monro and Hunter, to give annual courses of 
anatomy, which have been continued, without inter- 
ruption, ever since." Doctor Cleghorn had the 
honor of being one of the original members of the 
Koyal Irish Academy; and in 1777, when the Royal 
Medical Society was established in Paris, he was 
nominated a Fellow of it. Lettsom further records 
of him — " This amiable Professor, in one of his valu- 
able epistles, modestly concludes — ' My greatest 
ambition is to be reputed a well-meaning member of 
society, who wished to be useful in his station ; and 
who was always of opinion that honesty is the best 
policy, and that a good name is better than riches.'" 
Doctor Clarke, as stated by himself, married Doctor 
Cleghorn's niece, Isabella, sister to Doctor William 
and Doctor James Cleghorn, who had both the honour 
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of filling the Anatomical Chair in the University. 
The former died very shortly after his appointment, 
and although young, ha<f much distinguished himself; 
and the latter, who died in 1826, and was so well 
known and so much respected, was obliged, from ill 
health, to resign the chair in 1801. He had also the 
honour to have the oflBce of State Physician conferred 
upon him, which he retained during life, with the 
emolument of four hundred and sixty-five pounds 
yearly. This honorary distinction, upon the demise 
of the worthy and excellent physician who recently 
held it (and who, through the miserably penurious 
wisdom of those in authority, had been deprived of 
its golden appendages), has, we much regret, ceased 
to exist. 

The Cleghorn family were natives of Granton, in 
the parish of Cramond, near Edinburgh; and on 
the death of Professor Cleghorn's only brother, he 
brought his widow and family of nine children to 
Dublin, and settled them under his own care. Of 
his character as a man of extreme intelligence, a 
warm and sincere Mend, I have repeatedly heaM 
Doctor Clarke speak with admiration, and few men 
were so competent to form a correct opinion. 

At the very commencement of Doctor Clarke's pro- 
fessional pursuits in Dublin, he was called upon by 
Professor Cleghorn to assist him in. the anatomical 
school in Trinity College, to the interests of which he 
felt himself most ardently attached. Doctor Cleghorn 
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had, at this time, retired from private practice, and 
resided chiefly on his estate in the county of Meath, 
about sixteen miles from toVn. Every letter to Doc- 
tor Clarke, however, contained the most anxious 
inquiries about college affairs. In one, dated Kil- 
cartey, December 18, 1787, he writes to Doctor 
Clarke: — " I shall always acknowledge my obligation 
to you for the ready and willing assistance you gave 
me in carrying on the lectures for those three years 
past." " Nothing could draw me from this retreat," 
he states in another, " where I have every conve- 
niency my heart could wish, but the ardent desire I 
have to continue the anatomical lectures; but I must 
depend upon your taking the chief part of the trouble 
upon your own shoulders, until James* returns." 
Again, he writes — " Nothing can afford me greater 
pleasure in this retreat, than the prospect there is of 
the anatomical lectures continuing to flourish — an 
institution which cost me so much pains and expense 
to establish." Doctor Cleghorn took great pleasure 
in his country pursuits, of which the following pas- 
sage, from one of his letters to Doctor Clarke, is very 
characteristic: — "I thank you," he says, "for your 
letter; you did right in carrying on the lectures with- 
out interruption. I purpose to be in town in a 
fortnight hence. Pray tell Mrs. Cleghorn (Mrs. 
Clarke's mother), to take care of the box left for me 

* Doctor James Cleghorn was at this time on the Continent. 
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at my house in Eustace-street some time ago, although 
I do not know precisely its contents; all Lord Bective 
says of it, in his letter, is, that it contains a useful 
ornament for the middle of my table, of which he 
requests my acceptance. I am much obliged to his 
lordship for this unexpected mark of his gratitude 
and affection; but, in my present disposition of mind, 
I have more pleasure in reviewing a handsome tree, 
or even a thorn bush, than all the splendid lumber on 
the Lord Lieutenant's sideboard could afford." 

Doctor Clarke having, by his excellent method of 
conveying instruction, acquired considerable character, 
ceased to lecture in Trinity College in the year 1788. 
His last division of the profits, in July of this year, was 
sixty pounds, seven shillings, and seven pence. He 
had been elected Master of the Lying-in Hospital in 
November, 1786, and his facility as a lecturer in this 
department of his profession, has been stated by those 
who had the benefit of attending him, to have excited 
great admiration. 

Before, however, entering upon a statement of the 
truly important services conferred upon the School of 
Midwifery in Ireland by Doctor Clarke in his elevated 
position, and the many benefits which the noble 
institution over which he was placed derived from his 
profound intelligence and judicious management, we 
have to record a discovery, which we do with the most 
unbounded satisfaction, made by him, during the 

c 
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period wherein he was pupil and Assistant-physician 
to the Hospital, the application of which has been, to 
this day, followed by such singulariy happy results, in 
preserving the health of a vast number of infants bom 
in the Institution — results quite unparalleled in me- 
dical annals, and calculated to place his name high 
on the list of the greatest benefactors of the human 
race. 

From the foundation of the Hospital, in 1757, up 
to the period at which Doctor Clarke urged upon the 
attention of the governors the importance of the mea- 
sures he advocated in 1783, of seventeen thousand, 
six hundred, and fifty infants bom alive, two thou- 
sand, nine hundred and forty-four had died of convul- 
sions, or, what is commonly termed, nine-day fits, as 
occurring within the first nine days after birth; thus, 
for the first twenty-five years the Institution was open, 
nearly every sixth child died. Such was the frightful 
mortality among infants in our Lying-in Hospital, 
and such it was which first prompted Doctor Clarke 
to examine minutely the mortality in similar institu- 
tions visited by him, in England and on the Conti- 
nent, in 1783, from which he inferred that there must 
be something defective in the construction of the 
Dublin Lying-in Hospital, giving rise to a mortality 
found to be so immensely beyond that met with else- 
where; and thus instead of forwarding the original 
design of Doctor Moss, the truly benevolent founder of 
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the charity, of contributing to the preservation of 
young lives, producing quite a contrary effect. 

Doctor Clarke, in the communication which he had 
the honor of submitting to the governors, through the 
then consulting physician, Doctor Hutchinson, dated 
Brussels, 1783, declared his belief to be, that it was 
an accumulation of foul air, arising from an imperfect 
ventilation in the wards of the Hospital, which proved 
so destructive of infantile health, and urged upon their 
attention certain measures for the removal, as far as 
possible, of the vitiated atmosphere. The following 
letter was received by Doctor Clarke at Bourdeaux, in 
1783, in reply from Doctor Hutchinson: — 

Mt Dear Sir, 

I have thus long delayed acknowledging your very 
obliging and acceptable letter from Brussels, that I might 
inform you about the steps we are taking in consequence of 
your remarks. Doctor Rock (the then Master), Mr. Croker 
King (the Consulting Surgeon), and I, have had several meet- 
ings, in order to have some digested plan to lay before the 
Board, as deliberations there are not generally the most advan- 
tageous to the despatch of business ; nor do we think it prudent 
to divulge too publicly the disagreeable fact to which our atten- 
tion has been called. We find that almost all the children who 
die, are carried off hy what the women call nine-day fitSy as 
always attacking the infants within nine days from their birth 
— that when once seized^ all remedies hitherto tried have been 
found ineffectual. Your observations have been maturely con- 
sidered, and, in consequence of them, we shall recommend the 
apertures in the ceilings, &c., &c. [After stating the means to 
be adopted to improve the ventilation, he concludes :] You 
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may depend upon it, that (as far as in my power) due attention 
shall be paid to your remarks, and that the Governors shall be 
informed to whom this humane inquiry is owing. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Yours very sincerely, 

F. Hutchinson. 
To Joseph Clarke, M.D., 
Bourdeaux. 

The recommendation of Doctor Clarke was imme- 
diately carried into effect, by the adoption of measures 
which provided for a free and easy passage of fresh 
air at all times through the wards, and which were 
executed in such a manner as not to leave it in the 
power of nursetenders or patients to control; the 
number of beds, also, in the large wards was reduced, and 
several changes were made in their construction, which 
rendered them more airy, and more easily kept clean.* 
The consequences of this improvement in the ventila- 
tion were (as reported by Doctor Clarke to the Royal 
Irish Academyf six years subsequently) immediate 
and most favourable, far surpassing the expectations 
of all concerned. Of eight thotisand and thirty-three 
children, born subsequently to the wards being venti- 
lated, only 419 died, that is about one in 19 J, or 
from five to six in the hundred, instead of the enor- 
mous mortality before mentioned. Thus, by his skill 
and valuable suggestions, above 20,000 lives (hu- 

• See Dublin Medical Journal, Vol. IX., 1836. Article on ** Trismus 
Nascentium," by Doctor Collins. 

-f- Sec Third Volume of their Transactions. 
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manly speaking) have been saved ; as, had the mor- 
tality of infants continued one in six to this day, of 
the 158,436 (which is the total number born alive up 
to the end of 1847), we should have had 26,406 
deaths, instead of 5,704, as the Hospital Registry now 
shows. This is an astounding fact, sufficient to arouse 
the attention of all those engaged in the management 
of large institutions, in which numbers of young crea- 
tures are assembled together under the same roof, and 
also well calculated to enforce upon them the necessity 
of paying that attention to ventilation to which it is 
so preeminently entitled. From the instant the ven- 
tilation was improved, up to the present hour, increa^- 
ing and incalculable benefit has been the result; and 
in proportion as Doctor Clarke's suggestions have been 
more rigidly carried into effect by the introduction of 
additional * measures to free the wards from impure 
air, this most fatal disease has become more nearly 
banished, as is strikingly demonstrated by the results 
of the Hospital Registry for the last twenty-five years^ 
compared with the first twenty five years it was open 
before the ventilation was sufficiently attended to. 

The total number of children born from 1823 to 
1847, both inclusive, was 54,074; of these only 501 
died, being in the proportion of one in 108 nearly, in 
place of one in six, as in the first twenty-five years. 
We may further observe, had the mortality from the 

* See page 515 of my Practical Treatise for Additional Measures, 
adopted in 1829. 
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period at which the Hospital was opened, been in the 
proportion of one in one hundred and eight nearly^ 
as during the last twenty-five years, the deaths would 
have amounted to little more than one-fourth^ even 
of the reduced number of 5,704, as now recorded in 
the Registry, and thus the number of lives saved 
would have been 24,939, instead of 20.000. 

Such are the unprecedented facts I have the hap- 
piness to record as the Jirst fruits of the sagacity and 
skill possessed by this great and good physician — 
talents which were exerted, as it were magically, with 
the most glorious and enviable results, in behalf of 
the most helpless of the human race. 

To communicate these truly important facts to the 
members of the British Association, at their meeting, 
held in Edinburgh, in 1834, Doctor Clarke, then in 
his 77th year, was induced to undertake this long 
journey. It pleased the Lord he was not again to re- 
turn to his own home; the particulars of his death 
shall be given in the conclusion. 

When he was elected Master* of the Lying-in Hos- 
pital, there were three candidates for this very respon- 
sible appointment, the preceding Master had died in 
office one year before the completion of his term, which 
naturally gave rise to an active canvass. Dr. Clarke's 
previous strenuous exertions to promote the healthy 

* Master is the title of the Physician who has medical charge of the 
Institution, wliich office he cannot hold for more than a period of seven 
years, as regulated by charter. 
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condition of this institution, justly advanced his claims, 
and he was elected by a large majority. The follow- 
ing extract of a letter from his relative. Professor 
Cleghorn, dated July, 1786, (Doctor Clarke had mar- 
ried his niece three months previously,) is worthy of 
the writer, and well merits the consideration of all 
electors and candidates : — 

My Dear CiiARKE, 

I received your letter, requesting one from me to 
Doctor Hallidaj. Mj stomach revolts against the usual mode 
of extracting promises, and engaging votes before the Governors 
can be sufficiently apprized of the merits of the candidates. It 
is founded on a supposition that all men are actuated bj selfish 
motives, regardless of the public good, and ^hat they never 
consider whether their friend be fit for the place he wishes for, 
provided the place be fit for him. If you gain the election, I 
hope it will be by means fair and honorable ; I would rather hear 
you had lost it, than that any others had been employed. The 
more a good character is inquired into, it will be so much the 
better for him who owns it ; you must, therefore, be a gainer 
by standing the election, even should you fail of success, pro- 
vided you are not too anxious about the matter, and suffer your 
mind to be too much dejected by a disappointment which could 
not have happened had merit been regarded, and which, after 
all, may probably tend more to your advantage than success 
would have done. Read the Tenth Satire of Juvenal, and 
reflect on the vanity of human fears and wishes — 

"Evertere domos totas optantibus ipsis 

'* Di faciles. Nocitura tog&, nocitura petuntur 

" MiUtia," obc., &c. 

And then rest satisfied with having done your best to deserve 
success, though you have not obtained it. 
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** Fermittes ipsis expendere numinibas, quid 
** Conveniat nobis, rebusque sit utile nostris. 



** Carior est illis homo, quam sibi ; nos animorum ? 

'* Conjugium petimus, partumque uxoris; at illis 
** Notum, qui pueri, qualisque futura sit uxor." 

Mr. Rowley was on a visit to Lord Bective a day or two ago 
I know not if he have yet returned home. I am just on the* 
point of going to Somerhill.* It is probable I may write from 
thence if I hear anything interesting. Farewell, and 

Believe me ever 

Yours, &c., 
George Ci-eghorn. 

On Doctor Clarke's succeeding to the Mastership 
of this noble charity, a new era was established, one 
worthy of grateful remembrance, from the incalculable 
benefits this Institution, through his instrumentality, 
has been made ever since to confer upon his profes- 
sional brethren and the public, by the creation within 
its walls of a school of instruction unequalled in any 
similar institution in the world. No previous master 
had adopted this truly wise measure of lecturing in 
the Hospital, and thus extending far and wide the 
unlimited good this Institution was calculated to 
afford as a School of Practical Midwifery. Even at 
this early period. Doctor Clarke had acquired consi- 
derable reputation in this capacity, and I am fully 

* The seat of Lord Langford, near which Doctor Cleghorn's estate was, 
and where he now chiefly resided. The Rowley family, with one of the 
members of which Doctor Clarke had been on the Continent, were his 
zealous and warm supporters at the Hospital election. 
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authorised, by several professional friends who had the 
advantage of attending him, to state, that he was uni- 
versally admitted to be one of the most lucid and 
agreeable lecturers they had ever heard, and that he 
possessed, in an eminent degree, the happy facility of 
making his class clearly comprehend that which he 
wished to convey. On the establishment of this admi- 
rable school, he at the same time caused a Registry to 
be opened, in which were recorded each pupU's name 
and address on entrance ; and if at the expiration of 
the term of his attendance, after a careful examination 
held by the Master and his Assistants,* he was found 
to have acquired that information which, from the 
extensive opportunities he enjoyed he should have 
done, he was given a certificate to this effect, signed 
by the Master, Assistants, and Registrar of the Hos- 
pital, the date of which was also entered. 

Great and inestimable as have been the benefits 
derived by multitudes of our poor fellow-creatures, 
from the unremitting care and medical skill exercised 
in their behalf, within the walls of this truly bene- 
volent charity, still they may, unhesitatingly, be 
esteemed as nothing, in comparison with the widely- 
extended good conferred upon the public of all grades, 
from the most exalted in rank down to the most 



* The Assistants are nominated by the Master, subject to election by 
the Board, and are, invariably, fully qualified medical practitioners. 
The oflSce, according to charter, is held for three years. The Master is 
chosen from amongst those who have been Assistants. 
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humble cottager, by the sound education of the medi- 
cal practitioners, not merely of Ireland, but of most 
parts of Great Biitain, with many of the Continent 
and America, who have here, in this excellent school 
of practical experience, acquired that knowledge in 
this department of their profession which has enabled 
th€m, under circumstances always of anxiety, and at 
times of great danger, to aflFord invaluable aid to all 
classes of society, over so large a portion of the globe. 
The medical school of Dublin has, for a long series of 
years, maintained the highest rank ; and this institu- 
tion, unequalled in its own department, has bee^ one 
of the principal inducements to students of other 
countries. To Doctor Clarke, then, the public and 
medical profession are solely indebted for the com- 
mencement of those regular courses in our Hospital 
for the instruction of pupils, which have proved so 
singularly beneficial, and which must ever signalize 
him as one of the greatest benefactors of his country. 
While thus recording the happy results of his efforts 
to develope the resources of this valuable charity as 
a .school for disseminating knowledge, it is of equal 
importance I should give a short statement of the 
several medical essays published by him, most of 
which are the result of that experience acquired in 
this fruitful field for observation, during his seven 
years Mastership, and previous term as Assistant. 
As some of these were published in works not gene- 
rally to be found in medical libraries, the observations 
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about to be made may serve as a guide to the origi- 

under the observation of his professional brethren: 
those on the treatment of some of the most important 
diseases of infancy, have been effective in establishing 
an entirely new line of practice, which has stood the 
test of time, and been productive of incalculable gofri. 

The first I shall notice is one entitled, " Observa- 
tions on the Properties commonly attributed by 
Medical Writers to Human Milk ; on the Changes it 
undergoes in Digestion, and the Diseases supposed to 
originate from this source in Infancy." — See " Trans- 
actions Royal Irish Academy,'' vol. ii., 1788. Pre- 
vious to this publication, by far the greater number of 
infantile diseases were supposed to arise from coagu- 
lation and acidity of the milk, and, consequently, the 
treatment by absorbent medicines was that usually 
adopted. Doctor Clarke found, after numerous expe- 
riments, that women's milk, in a healthy state, does 
not contain any curdy or cheesy principle, or, if any, 
it is in such trifling quantity as not to admit of sen- 
sible proof. Human milk, he states, is not coagulable 
by rennet, nor do acids, mineral or vegetable, produce 
any separation of curd from whey. The viscid matter 
resembling curd thrown up by infants, gave rise to 
this old and erroneous opinion. 

I am aware some recent authors state the presence 
of curd in human milk ; but great diversity of opi- 
nion still exists on many points connected with this 
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interesting subject. When large additions of muri- 
atic acid are made to human milk, a kind of creamy 
separation is observed, which floats on the top of the 
vessel in which it is contained ; whereas, when milk 
capable of separation into curd and whey is experi- 
mented upon, the curd, from its greater specific 
gravity, sinks to the bottom of the vessel. I do not 
pretend, however, to possess minute information on 
this subject ; but it is evident the quantity of curd 
in human milk is very small compared with that 
in cow's milk. 

Since these observations were written, Mr. William 
Moore, of South Anne-street, whose intelligence and 
industry are so well known to the profession, was so 
good as to request me to read the results of some 
most useful experiments made by him, which are to 
appear in the April number of the " Dublin Journal 
of Medical Science," to which I beg to refer. 

It is obvious that most important practical conse- 
quences were involved in the subject of Dr. Clarke's 
essay; for had we continued to prescribe principally 
against the coagulation and acidity of milk, our prac- 
tice would, at this day, probably, have been as inert 
and unsuccessful as that of our predecessors. The 
facts herein promulgated, suggested the introduction 
of more active measures, which, to the present time, 
have been followed by the happiest results, and thus, 
in a few years, were old and deep-rooted prejudices 
eradicated by the industry of intelligent and disinte- 
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rested practitioners whose views were solely directed 
to truth and utility. 

He continued anxiously to investigate this import- 
ant subject, and, in 1793, read an essay before the 
Koyal Irish Academy, entitled, "Remarks on the 
Causes and Cure of some Diseases of Infancy." — See 
vol. vi. of their Transactions. In this he alludes^^-to 
the preceding essay, and the facts therein brought 
forward, to prove that the causes erroneously alleged 
by writers to produce most of the diseases of infants, 
do not exist, and, consequently, the remedies proposed 
for their relief must frequently prove ineflFectual. 
" Since the above period," he observes, " my attention 
has been very much directed to this subject, and it is 
well known that my opportunities of experience have 
not been inconsiderable;" and concludes his statement 
by declaring, that " every day confirmed his former 
opinion." 

From great attention to several cases, he felt satis- 
fied that green stools in infancy (which medical 
writers had long imputed to predominant acidity), 
are often really of a bilious nature. Strongly im- 
pressed with this idea, he determined to deviate from 
the common practice, by having recourse to the use 
of calomel — one of the few remedies found by experi- 
ence powerfully to influence the biliary secretion in 
adults. This treatment proved most successful, fully 
answering his expectations ; and the most judicious 
physicians have, from that period to the present, con- 
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tinued to place the utmost reliance upon its efficacy, 
in many of the most distressing diseases of infancy 
and childhood. Doctor Clarke, in this communication, 
reports the very beneficial results he experienced from 
its exhibition in four serious forms of infantile com- 
plaints. He remarks, " that infants should be parti- 
cularly liable to disorder in the biliary secretion, can 
hardly be surprising, when it is considered that in 
them the liver bears a much larger proportion to the 
weight of the body than in adults; and it appears 
to me probable that the same tendency to copious 
secretion must continue through infancy and child- 
hood, until this viscus be reduced to its ordinary size." 

In concluding this practical essay, he adds — " The 
points in doubt regard a numerous class of the inno- 
cent and helpless in the community, I, therefore, 
entreat gentlemen to enter dispassionately into the 
investigation. The alleviation of pain, and the pro- 
longation of human life at a period of its greatest 
frailty, are objects surely not beneath the notice of 
any man; and as I pretend to no infallibility, the 
reader may be assured, I feel as much interested on 
this occasion to have error detected as to have truth 
conjirmedr 

The great practical utility of the above essays 
continues to be spoken of with admiration by his 
professional brethren; and to those, in 1809, his 
views being now ftdly established, he added a third, 
" On Bilious Cholic and Convulsions in Earlt/ In- 
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fancy^ which has been of paramount importance 
in improving the treatment of this frequent and 
previously very fatal occurrence. — See "Transac- 
tions of Royal Irish Academy," vol. xi. In the com- 
mencement, he states — " The frequency and fatal 
tendency of choUc and convulsions during the first 
three or four months of infancy, have long made 
them objects of my most serious attention. After 
many years deliberation, I have been led, step by 
step, and not without many apprehensions, to adopt a 
practice in these diseases not generally recommended 
by writers, and which appears to me to have saved 
many lives. What I have to propose, differs so widely 
from the treatment heretofore pursued, that I doubt 
whether I should have courage to submit my observa- 
tions to public notice, had not the admirable work of 
Doctor James Hamilton, on the utility and adminis- 
tration of purgative medicines made its appearance. 

I have on a former occasion expressed an opinion 
that a large proportion of the discharges from the 
bowels of infants is bilious; and I have now to add, 
after sixteen years' close attention to the subject, that, 
in cholic and convulsions, nothing but a brisk expulsion 
of the contents of the bowels is likely to afford per- 
manent relief. To effect such expulsion is frequently 
a task of the utmost difficulty, and requires remedies 
of the most powerful nature. I consider the attack 
dangerous in proportion to the torpor of the bowels, 
and consequent difficulty in forcing a passage through 



32 LIFE, WRITINGS, AND PRIVATE PRACTICE 

them. My anxiety and exertions uniformly increase 
as this difficulty appears greater; and it aflFords me 
sincere satisfaction to be able to state, that a great 
majority of such cases terminate favourably. In the 
beginning of my practice, and so long as I pursued 
the beaten track, recovery from convulsions in early 
infancy was a rare occurrence ; now the case is hap- 
pily reversed, and death is a rare occurrence," 

Such were the enviable conclusions (as we may 
justly designate them) which Doctor Clarke was 
enabled to arrive at, and which he had the satisfac- 
tion of communicating to his professional brethren ; 
thus establishing an era in the treatment of very 
many of the most alarming diseases of infancy and 
childhood. 

The following letter from Doctor James Hamilton, 
of Edinburgh, a distinguished physician, and author 
of the work on Purgative Medicines above alluded to, 
was received shortly after the publication of the last 
essay. 

Edinburgh, 22, St. Andrew-square, 

12th Sept., 1809. 
Deak Sir, 

I am favoured with the copy of your paper on ** Bilious 
Cholic and Convulsions in early Infancy," for which I thank 
you. From your successful practice much benefit must accrue 
to mankind, for others must be induced to imitate it^ and follow 
it out. I remember about three years ago you favoured me 
with a few observations on the subject on which you now write, 
^ and you are so good as not to forget me. The notice you are 
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pleased to take of my publication is peculiarly gratifying indeed. 
I am proud of commendation from such men as you. In return, 
I would send you, did I know how, a copy of the third edition 
of my observations, being vain enough to believe that I would 
present you a more complete work than it appeared to be in the 
first and second editions. 

I beg to subscribe myself, 

Yours, &c., &c., 

James Hamilton. 
To Doctor Joseph Clarke. 

Letters might be added from correspondents in 
England and America, expressing much satisfaction 
as to the utility of the essays here commented upon, 
but they would occupy too much space. 

LETTERS TO DOCTOR PRICE. 

I shall now briefly notice two communications ad- 
dressed by Doctor Clarke to the Rev. Richard Price, 
D.D., F. R. S. of London, and author of a very useful 
Treatise on Life Annuities. These letters were read 
before the Royal Society, in 1786, and published in 
the Philosophical Transactions. They contained "•ob- 
servations on some of the causes of the excess of the 
mortality of males above that of females.'' The con- 
clusions were drawn from investigations made in the 
Hospital, as to the relative size of the male and female 
at birth, and clearly demonstrated the greater morta- 
lity of the male, at this period^ to be owing to its 
greater size. He found that there was a difference of 
nine ounces, or nearly a twelfth part of the entire, 

D 
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between the weight of the male and female; and that 
in the size of their heads there was a difference of 
nearly half an inch, or about a 2^th or 30th part. 
The weight of the majority of male children at birth 
he observed to run thus — 71bs., 8 lbs,, 6 lbs., 5 lbs., 
whilst that of the females was 7 lbs., 6 lbs., 5 lbs., 8 lbs. 
In 120 instances, only five children exceeded 8^1bs. 
in weight; and in the size of their heads, only six 
measured above 14^ inches in circumference, and 
these all of the male sex ; five measured 1 4| inches, 
and one, 15 inches. It is obvious, from the facts 
stated, that, in the birth, male children are more 
exposed to injury than female. Doctor Clarke further 
pointed out other causes which he considered calcu- 
lated to increase the mortality, in early life, of the 
male above the female, which will be found well 
worthy of an attentive consideration. 

In order to ascertain, as far as possible, the morta- 
lity in the earlier periods of life, I kept a correct 
registry, during my residence in the Hospital, of the 
total number of children each patient had previously 
given birth to, and the number alive at the time of 
her confinement. 

The result of this Reigstry is, that, at diflFerent 
periods, the 16,414 women confined during my resi- 
dence, had given birth to 53,458 children ; of these, 
28,532 were mules^ or rather more than 8-15ths of 
the entire; aijd 24,926 females. Of the 28,532 males, 
17,437 were living, or rather more than 3-5ths; and 
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of the 24,926 females, 16,468 were alive, or nearly 
2-3r(is. 

Of the entire 53,458 children, 33,905, or more 
than 3-5 ths, continued to livej at the time the 
mothers were last confined. 

The following letter was received by Doctor Clarke, 
from the Rev. Doctor Price, in reply to his second 
communication : — 

Newington Green, near London, 

November 19, 1785. 
Deab Sir, 

I have received with pleasure your second letter. It 

contains a very proper appendix to the accounts in your former 

letter, and I shall take the first opportunity to communicate 

them to the Royal Society. I return you many thanks for 

your attention, and heartily wish you much success in your 

inquiries and labours. [After alluding to other subjects, he 

concludes :] 

I am, sir, with great regard and best wishes, 

Yours, &c., &c., 
Richard Price. 

These letters have been referred to with much 
satisfaction by numerous authors, for various pur- 
poses, as many writers had previously published most 
erroneous statements, more particularly as to the 
weight of infants at birth, most of them recording it 
to be 121bs., 141bs,, and 161bs., and some of these, 
learned professors, who servilely copied from their 
predecessors, without taking the trouble of testing 
their accuracy- 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ETC., ON PUERPERAL FEVER. 

' The essay next to be noticed contains " Observa- 
tions on Puerperal Fever, more especially as it has of 
late occurred in the Lying-in Hospital of Dublin." It 
was published in the " Edinburgh Medical Commen- 
taries,'' 1791, Vol. XV. 

Doctor Clarke also addressed a letter to Doctor 
Armstrong, of London, on the same subject, in 1818, 
which is published in the second edition of his work 
on Puerperal Fever, page 222. This is a subject of 
such magnitude, as only to be cursorily glanced at in 
this place. With regard to its occurrence in the 
Hospital^ and the important circumstances stated by 
Doctor Clarke with reference thereto, the original 
must be consulted. His correspondence on the sub- 
ject of the appearance of this serious form of Fever in 
Private Practice in the metropolis of England, Ire- 
land, and Scotland, carried on with Doctor Armstrong, 
as already referred to, and with the late Doctor John 
Clarke, of London, also with the present Sir Charles 
Mansfield Clarke, of London, men of the highest pro- 
fessional eminence and worth (now in my possession, 
and not heretofore published), is highly interesting. 
His letter to Doctor John Clarke contained observa- 
tions on other subjects, to which I shall not here 
refer ; it was his earliest communication on this im- 
portant point, -and is as follows: — 
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DubUn, Oct 28, 1794. 
Sir, 

I have been employed for some dajs past in perusing 
jour Practical Essays, &c^ published last year in London. On 
the subject of Puerperal Fever, I find you have done me the 
honor frequently to mention a short essay of mine in the 
'* Edinburgh Medical Commentaries:" in some particulars I am 
inclined to think you have misunderstood me, and I am anxious 
to set you right, &c One great difference between the puerperal 
fever in London and Dublin is this, that with you it extends 
very much from the hospitals into the city, and even adjacent 
country ; here, I can speak positively for the last twelve years, 
it hardly ever appears in the city. I have never lost a patient 
by it in private practice, and for the last five years I have had 
as many patients as any physician in Dublin ; even in consulta- 
tion I meet it very rarely. When an accidental case does occur, 
in private practice, I have never failed to subdue it in a day or 
two. The epidemic you describe seems to me an unusual modifi- 
cation of the disease, and certainly not such as I have hitherto 

seen. 

I am, sir, &xi^ &C., 

Joseph Cjlarke. 

Such was his statement in 1794. In the year 
1818, addressing Doctor Armstrong, he observes — 
" If I might presume to form a judgment, from the 
most respectable accounts of epidemical diseases pre- 
vailing among lying-in women, both in London and 
various other parts of England, I should be obliged 
to declare, that Dublin has been, for the last thirty- 
five years, peculiarly favoured — no malignant low 
fever having, at any time, prevailed among the upper 
ranks." 
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The following correspondence with his highly- 
esteemed and valued friend. Sir Charles Mansfield 
Clarke, will be read with as much attention and 
satisfaction as any of a similar length on record, con- 
taining as it does, incidentally in connection with 
the subject of puerperal fever, a short abstract of the 
cause of all the deaths occurring in his private 
practice^ from the commencement to the termination, 
I may say, of his professional career, as he did not 
continue another year in practice. I have, however, 
added the few remaining months up to October, 1829, 
when Doctor Clarke retired, after one of the most 
lengthened, useful, and honourable careers known. 
It affords me extreme satifaction to be enabled thus to 
publish so truly faithful a record of the results of pri- 
vate practice in the highest ranks of society, furnished 
by an individual so universally known and respected 
by his professional brethren. No similar results have, 
as yet, been submitted to the profession ; I, therefore, 
consider these of great value, as affording information 
scarcely ever to be obtained. 

To Doctor Clarke's great industry and accuracy we 
are indebted for the following concise report, extend- 
ing over a period of n^^rlj forty-four years: — 

Rutland-square, Dublin, Feb. 13, 1829. 
My Deab Sir, 

In looking over the ** Medico-Chirurgical Review,*' 
for January, 1829, my attention has been excited by a paper 
in the Periscope, entitled, " Rapidly fatal nuerperal peritonitis 
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— Atmospheric constitution of 1825, 6, 7, 8, by Doctor Farrell." 
Here it is stated, on authority, I presume, not to be doubted, 
that one practitioner in London, lost seven patients in a few 
weeks, and another four within one month, all by similar 
disease ; and that one consulting physician saw thirteen cases, 
of which eleven died. In Hospital practice, such events do 
occasionally occur; but in this city, I can speak confidently, 
since the year 1781, they are unknown to us among the upper 
ranks of society. 

It is impossible for me adequately to express the gratitude I 
feel to a kind Providence for having spared me the pain of 
witnessing a similar mortality. When I had the pleasure of 
conversing with you, in June last, at our friend, Doctor Bil- 
ling's, in London, you described certain symptoms in the 
puerperal state, as indicative of danger, with which you sup- 
posed me familiar. You may probably recollect my reply was, 
I had never seen them. Desirous of supporting this assertion 
by matter of fact, I have carefully turned over a registry kept 
by me, from January 1, 1785, till the end of 1828. [It has 
been already stated, that the biographer has added to October, 
1829, when Doctor Clarke ceased to practice.] The result is, 
that of three thousand, eight hundred, and forty- seven patients 
attended, twenty-two died. 

Doctor Clarke then gave the cause of death in each 
in a tabular form ; but in order to afford more satis- 
factory information than could be done in this way, 
I shall briefly, from his note-books, state some par- 
ticulars, explanatory of each case. Of the twenty-two 
deaths, three only had been preceded by symptoms 
of peritonitis. 

Mrs. A. — Attacked in twenty-four hours after delivery, died 
in sixty hours from its commencement. 
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Mrs. B. — Attacked on tbe third day after delivery, died on 
the eighth. 

Lady C. — Attacked in forty-eight hours after delivery, died 
on the fourth day afterwards. 

When we reflect that these three cases were the 
only fatal terminations from peritonitis during a 
period of nearly half a century, out of the vast num- 
ber of three thousand, eight hundred, and forty-seven 
patients under the care of the same practitioner, 
Doctor Clarke might well inform his friend that he 
had never seen, in private practice, the fatal form of 
puerperal fever, with which Sir Charles supposed him 
familiar. The three cases recorded were all attacked 
with the ordinary symptoms of acute peritonitis. In 
no instance did he meet with fever of the low typhoid 
character, such as Sir Charies spoke of, and so fre- 
quently observed in Hospital. 

The following Jive patients were all but one con- 
fined prematurely^ labouring under phthisis in an 
advanced stage^ and died shortly after delivery : — 

Mrs. A. — ^Was confined in the seventh month, and died on 
the fourth day afterwards. 

Mrs. B. — ^Premature labour at the seventh month ; died on 
the eighteenth day after confinement. 

Mrs. C. — Premature labour at the sixth month; died in 
three hours after. 

Mrs. D. — Confined in the seventh month; died on the 
eleventh day. 

Mrs. E. — Also labouring under phthisis died shortly after 
her confinement. 
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The two following patients died from the immediate 
eflfects of hemorrhage : — 

Mrs. A. was dying when Doctor Clarke arrived. The 
hemorrhage had been immense. She died undelivered; and 
on examination of the body after death, the placenta was found 
entirely separated. 

Mrs. B. — In this case the placenta presented. There had 
been repeated bleedings for three weeks previous to delivery, 
without any labour pain, and with very slight dilatation of the 
OS uteri. The child was turned without much difficulty ; a 
boy, alive. She died in an hour and a half afterwards. Doctor 
Evory had been in attendance in consultation for three weeks 
previous to the period when it was deemed prudent to interfere. 

In the two following cases, the shoulder presented : 
the children were turned : — 

Mrs. A. — ^Presentation of shoulder; the child was turned 
without difficulty. This patient had a good recovery for the 
first fourteen days ; she died, however, on the twenty-first from 
her confinement. During the seven days preceding her death, 
she had three attacks of uterine hemoirrhage to a considerable 
extent. The child was slightly putrid. 

Mrs. 6. — Shoulder presentation. This was a relaxed elderly 
lady. The child was turned with much difficulty. She died 
in a few days afterwards. 

The following cases do not admit of classification, 
and are, therefore, given separately : — 

Mrs. A. — This was a twin case (both girls). The head of 
the first child (which was putrid) was lessened. The second 
presented with the feet, and was bom alive. There was not 
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any difficulty in the delivery, nor had the labour been pro- 
tracted. She died on the eighth day. Extremely foetid serous 
discharges took place from the uterus, and the pulse continued 
rapid and small from the time of delivery. 

Mrs. B. was confined after a labour of eight hours. She was 
attacked with pain in the region of the left kidney a fortnight 
afterwards, and died hectic at the end of a month from delivery. 

Mrs. C. was delivered of a male child without difficulty in 
the labour. On the sixth day she had a paralytic stroke, and 
died convulsed on the tenth day. 

Mrs. D. was attacked with milk fever on the third day after 
delivery ; had a second shivering on the fourth, and died on 
the thirteenth day. She had a strong tendency to mania from 
the time of her confinement, and was very despondent. The 
child presented with the breech ; born alive ; no difficulty. 

Mrs. E. was delivered of a boy ; labour natural ; was seized 
with pyrexia on the third day ushering in scarlatina. She 
died on the fifth day. This patient was attended by Doctor 
Evory, Doctor Clarke being at the time engaged with another. 
Three women died of scarlatina in the Hospital the same year. 

Mrs. F. — This lady had been greatly reduced previous to 
labour, by diarrhoea and grief. There was not any difficulty ; 
the child, a male, was bom alive. She expired in four hours 
after her confinement. 

Mrs. G. was confined without difficulty ; the child, a male, 
alive. She had been labouring under dysentery for some time, 
which continuing unrelieved, terminated fatally one month 
subsequent to delivery. 

Mrs. H.— -This lady had a very easy labour. It was her first 
child ; a girl, born alive. She died on the fourteenth day after- 
wards, of anomalous disease, most like bilious fever. She had 
been an invalid from birth, and labouring under a polypus in 
the rectum. 

Mrs. I. — ^This patient died from laceration of the vagina. 
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The child's head was hydrocephalic, and measured eighteen 
inches in circumference. The labour had not been tedious, 
but the uterine action was very strong. She died in fifty-one 
hours after her confinement. 

Mrs. K. — This patient also died from laceration of the vagina ; 
the labour was not protracted ; the pelvis was defective. 

Doctor Clarke, in his letter to Sir Charles Clarke, 
after detailing the causes of the several deaths, adds — 

** These facts, compared with what I have read and heard of 
mortality in the puerperal state, both in London and Edin- 
burgh, confirm me in the opinion, that the upper ranks of society 
are here peculiarly favoured in the important duty of multiply- 
ing and replenishing. This communication, however trivial, 
is offered in the spirit of friendship, to a most competent judge, 
and as a token of esteem and regard, by 

Joseph CiiABKE. 
To Sir Charles Mansfield Clarke, Bart., M.D. 

The following important letter was received in 
reply : — 

London, March 10, 1829. 
My Dear Sib, 

It is very flattering to me to know that I have a 
place in your recollection, and I beg to thank you for the 
proof of it which your letter of last month conveyed to me. 
You have been peculiarly fortunate in the happy termination 
of so great a number of cases ; or, I should rather say, that 
your statement is a confirmation of the fact, that the best prac- 
titioners in midwifery meet with the fewest instances of fatality. 
I have now long declined taking new patients in this branch of 
the profession, knd my old ones are wearing out fast ; but I 
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should not say that my own experience in consultation cases 
agrees with the statement to which you allude, as to the mor- 
tality amongst lying-in women during the four last years ; but, 
as I believe that one form of peritonitis is infectious, and as this 
firm admits of little in the way of remedy, seyeral such cases 
may occur in the practice of one man, whilst another, in the 
same district, may be entirely exempt from them. Many 
examples of this kind have come within my knowledge. I 
wish that it were in my power to say that I knew anything 
about the run of this disease ; but every year's experience con- 
vinces me of the intractable nature of this complaint, and of 
the entire inadequacy of any mode of treatment with which I 
am acquainted in curing it. I do not speak here of a pure 
acute peritonitis, but of that disorder of which we spoke toge- 
ther, when I had the satisfaction of meeting you in London. I 
sincerely hope that your health continues good, and that you 
may live long to benefit your country by your skill and expe- 
rience. 

I beg to remain, my Dear Sir, 

Yours very truly and respectfully, 

Chables M. Clabk:!:. 

To Joseph Clarke, Esq., M.D., 
&C., &c., &c. 

Such is the very interesting and instructive corre- 
spondence which took place between these distin- 
guished men; and from the eminence and almost 
unexampled experience enjoyed separately by each, 
in the metropolis of England and Ireland, the facts 
stated must be of great value. 

It is my intention, as far as is in my power, to 
communicate to the Profession, from Doctor Clarke's 
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note books, such additional information as may be 
calculated to be useful, knowing that this was, with 
him, a paramount object of his life, and having the 
gratification, by so doing, of, in some degree, carry- 
ing into effect what he so anxiously desired. The 
undertaking was one of considerable magnitude, and 
to it I gave my best attention, and hope the results 
may prove as satisfactory as it is my wish they 
should. 

The following minute, statistical data can hardly 
fail to interest my medical brethren, as the compara- 
tive results^ from minute details of private practice in 
the upper ranks of society, with those met with in 
hospital, have never before been submitted to their 
consideration. From such comparisons most import- 
ant practical conclusions must, to every experienced 
physician, of necessity be obvious. The authenticated 
facts I have now the pleasure of publishing from the 
former source, coupled with those I had the satisfac- 
tion of supplying, in a previous publication, from the 
latter, furnish an accumulation of valuable facts, well 
deserving the mature reflection of the most skilled 
practitioner. 

ARM PRESENTATION. 

I shall commence with preternatural labours, and, 
first — of three thousand, eight hundred, and sixteen 
single births, there were nine cases in which the arm 
presented ; of these, four were premature labours, viz.. 
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three at the sixth month and one at the seventh. 
Three of the four were putrid. In two of the nine 
the foot came down with the arm ; five of the nine 
children were born alive; one of the nine was still- 
bom, but not putrid — in this case there had been 
considerable hemorrhage before delivery; six of the 
nine children were turned. Of the three premature 
cases at the sixth month, in the two of them that 
were putrid, the breech was brought down without 
introducing the hand into the uterus: in one of these 
the arm was removed, and the breech brought down 
by the crotchet; in the other, the uterine action was 
strong, and, by gentle assistance with the crotchet, it 
was got down. Doctor Clarke was the first practi- 
tioner to recommend this mode of delivery, in prefer- 
ence to version, when the child is putrid; the safety 
of the mother is thus much less endangered.* 

In the third case, at the sixth month, where the 
child was alive, the mode of delivery is not noted. 
Of the nine cases of arm presentation, all the mothers 
recovered. Two additional cases, in which the shoul- 
der presented, and the children were turned, are 
already recorded in the abstract of the deaths of 
mothers. The proportion of presentation of the shoul- 
der or arm, it may be observed, is one in 347 in 
Doctor Clarke's private practice, whereas in Hospital 
we had one in 410. 

* See Doctor Collins 's Practical Treatise, p. 71. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE FEET. 

In single births, there were thirty-six instances in 
which the feet of the child presented, which is in the 
proportion of one in one hundred and six (in Hospital 
I had one in one hundred and twenty-nine). Of 
these ten were boys, twenty girls, and in six the sex 
was not noted. Twenty-eight of the thirty-six were 
born alive — viz,, eight boys, fifteen girls, and five in 
whom the sex was not noted. Two of the thirty-six 
were still-born, but not putrid ; one a boy, a first 
child, the other a girl, where there was great want of 
expelling power in the uterus, requiring the manual 
removal of the placenta also. Six of the children 
were born putrid — viz., one boy, four girls, and one 
where the sex was not stated. Of the thirty-six 
children, twelve were 'premature births, of which six 
were bom alive, and six putrid. Of the six born 
alive, one was at the eighth, two at the seventh, and 
three at the sixth month ; of the six putrid, two were 
at the seventh and four at the sixth month. In one 
case where the child was born alive at the sixth 
month, the liquor amnii had been discharged three 
days previously. In one case, at the full period, it 
was complicated with placenta presentation, and in 
another with the funis. 

PRESENTATION OF THE BREECH. 

In forty-nine cases the breech presented, which is 
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in the proportion of one in seventy-eight of the single 
births. In Hospital, we had one in sixty-eight. Of 
the forty-nine children, sixteen were still-born, seven 
of which were putrid. Seven of the sixteen were boys, 
four of which were pvirid; nine were girls, three of 
which were putrid. Twelve of the forty-nine were 
premature births, of which seven were born alive — 
viz., four at the seventh month, and three at the eighth. 
Of these seven, three were girls. Of the five prema- 
ture still-born children, two were at the sixth and 
three at the seventh month. Four of the five were 
putrid, and three of the five were boys. This leaves 
eleven of the sixteen still-born children at the full 
period of gestation ; of these, four were boys, one of 
which was putrid. Of the three not putrid, one was 
a first child, and of large size. There was not any 
obvious cause to assign for the state of the other two. 
Of the seven girls, two were putrid. In two the head 
was hydrocephalic ; with one the mother had convul- 
sions. Of the two remaining, in one the head was 
got away with great difficulty, and in the other there 
was no obvious cause. 

PLACENTA PRESENTATION. 

The placenta presented in nine cases, in each of 
which the hand was introduced and the child turned, 
except in one instance, where, on the introduction of 
the hand, the feet were found lying above the placenta. 
Seven of the nine children were born alive. Of the 
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two still-born, one was at the fiill period of gestation, 
and the other at the eighth month. There was not 
any difficulty in the delivery of either. Both the 
still-bom children were males, and of the entire num- 
ber, six were males, one was female, and in two the 
sex was not noted. In the case in which the feet 
presented with the placenta, there had been occasional 
hemorrhage for some weeks before delivery: child 
alive. In a second case, where delivery was effected 
at the end of the eighth month, there had been occa- 
sional hemorrhage for seven weeks previously : child 
alive. In a third case the hemorrhage had also been 
severe : child alive. In a fourth case, already recorded 
in the abstract of deaths, there was considerable 
hemorrhage for three weeks before delivery: child 
alive. The second instance of death under this head, 
in which there was found a total separation of the 
placenta, and no opportunity for treatment afforded, 
can hardly be classified with ordinary cases. All 
the other mothers recovered well. 

Nine cases of presentation of the placenta, out of 
3,847 deliveries is a very large proportion. In Hos- 
pital, we had eleven in 16,414; and Doctor Clarke, 
in his Hospital report, gives four in 10,387. Thus 
it will be observed, that in Hospital the proportion 
is one in 1,492, whereas in private the proportion is 
one in 427 ; and this we should anticipate, it being 
notorious that quietness is essential to patients labour, 
ing under hemorrhage, the apprehension of danger 

E 



50 LIFE, WEITINGS, AND PRIVATE PKACTICE 

from removal to Hospital causing many to remain in 
their homes. 

ACCIDENTAL HEMORRHAGE. 

Four cases of accidental hemorrhage occurred. In 
three, on the membranes being ruptured the discharge 
was checked, and labour in a short time succeeded. 
In the fourth case, alarming hemorrhage came on at 
the end of the eighth month, in consequence of fright 
from a thunder storm, and the child was turned. 
Three of the four children were born alive. In one 
of the cases where the membranes had been ruptured, 
the child was still-born. Three of the four were pre- 
mature births at the eighth month. All the mothers 
recovered. 

The proportion of accidental hemorrhage is also 
considerably greater in private than in Hospital prac 
tice — in the former being one in 962, and "in the 
latter, one in 1,262. 

HEMORRHAGE PREVIOUS OR SUBSEQUENT TO THE DELI- 
VERY OF THE PLACENTA ; ALSO RETENTION OF THE 
PLACENTA. 

In the following section are included cases of 
hemorrhage, occurring between the birth of the child 
and delivery of the placenta ; also cases of retention 
of the placenta, requiring manual interference, in 
some instances accompanied with hemorrhage, in 
others not ; and in addition, cases of hemorrhage sub- 
sequent to the removal of the afterbirth. 
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There were twenty-five cases of retention of the 
placenta: seven of these occurred to the same mdivi- 
dual, who, out of ten deliveries, in seven required 
manual assistance, for the removal of the afterbirth. 
In two of these there was hemorrhage. In another 
instance, it was met with twice in the same patient. 
Of the twenty-five cases, the retention was accom- 
panied by hemorrhage in seven — one of which was a 
premature labour, at the sixth month, wherein, at the 
expiration of two and a half hours, the afterbirth was 
got away with the finger ; in another the feet of the 
child presented : this was the only preternatural pre- 
sentation, where the placenta was retained. In one 
of the 25, the child's head had been lessened, and in 
two the children were born putrid. All the labours, 
with the exception of the one noticed, were at the ftdl 
period of gestation. In seven of the 25, the retention 
was owing to the irregular or hour-glass contraction 
of the uterus ; in one of these there was hemorrhage, 
and in another the child's head had been lessened, as 
already stated. In the eighteen instances where the 
placenta was retained without hemorrhage, the hand 
was introduced in almost all at the expiration of an 
hour and a half subsequent to the birth of the child. 
All the mothers recovered favourably. 

With regard to hemorrhage subsequent to the 
expulsion of the afterbirth, there was not any death 
from this occurrence. A few cases are noted where 
the loss sustained produced exhaustion and faintish- 
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ness, for two, three, or four hours, but all yielded 
eventually to treatment — nor is it stated to have pro- 
ceeded, in any instance, to a very alarming extent. 
The occurrence of hemorrhage at this period, so as to 
require particular observation, was rarely met with. 
• That Doctor Clarke, out of so vast a number of 
deliveries, should not have experienced any fatal 
result from retention of the placenta, or from hemorr- 
hage, either previous or subsequent to its expulsion, 
is a fact which cannot fail to impress the profession 
with a conviction of his profound practical knowledge. 
We doubt not that the diligent application of those 
principles of sound instruction, for ensuring the per- 
fect contraction of the uterus, first inculcated by him, 
" by pursuing, with a hand on the abdomen, the fundus 
uteri in its contraction, until the foetus be entirely 
expelled, and afterwards continuing for some time this 
pressure, to keep it, if possible, in a contracted state," 
contributed largely to this favourable result. We 
know of no preventive of such importance in obvi- 
ating retention of the placenta or hemorrhage, previous 
or subsequent to its expulsion. The safety, too, and 
speedy recovery of the patient is intimately connected 
with the due contraction of the womb after the child 
has been expelled. 

TWIN BIRTHS. 

Thirty-one twin births were met with, or in the 
proportion of one in 124 ; whereas in Hospital our pro- 
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portion was one in 68, which is nearly one-half greater. 
Of the 31 cases twelve gave birth to two boys — twelve 
to two girls — six to a boy and girl, and there was one 
at the sixth month where the sex was not noted. In 
nine instances both children presented naturally ; in 
nine one presented naturally and the other with the 
feet ; in^i?^, one presented naturally and the second 
with the breech ; in three^ the first presented naturally 
and the second preternaturally, but the exact presen- 
tation is not stated ; in one^ at the sixth month, the 
presentation is not noted, and in another the children 
were expelled before Dr. Clarke arrived. In one in- 
stance both children were still-born, one of which 
was putrid. In two other instances, the second child 
was still born ; in another, the first child was putrid 
and had the head lessened, the second child was born 
alive ; this was the only case in which instrumental 
delivery was required, as also was it the only case 
followed by fatal results to the mother : the labour 
was not severe, nor was there any difficulty in the 
delivery (See particulars in record of deaths). In 
twenty-six of the 31 twin cases both children were 
born alive, leaving the proportion of still-born one in 
12 — in Hospital it was one in eight, or one-third more. 
Iwjive of the 31 cases the labour vreiB premature, viz., 
two at the sixth month, and three at the eighth ; this 
is in the proportion of one in six — in Hospital it was 
one in nine. Of the five premature labours, in two both 
children presented with the feet, viz. — one at the 
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sixth, and one at the eighth month ; in one at the 
eighth month both were natural presentations ; in 
another at the eighth month, the first was a natural 
presentation and the second preternatural ; in the re- 
maining one, at the sixth month, the presentation was 
not noted. In three instances the placenta of the 
child first born was expelled before the birth of the 
second ; the children were born alive. 

PRESENTATION OF THE FACE, AND FACE TO PUBES. 

Forty instances occurred, in seven of which the 
face presented, and in thirty-three the face was turned 
towards the pubes. Five of the children were still-bom, 
four of which presented with the face to the pubes ; 
one was, at the seventh month, putrid ; in a second, 
the funis prolapsed, the pelvis was defective ; in a 
third, no cause could be assigned as there was not any 
diflSculty in the labour ; in the fourth, the labour was 
protracted, the patient very feeble, and the uterine 
action quite inadequate to the expulsion ; the forceps 
was tried but without eflfect, after which the head was 
lessened. In the fifth case the face presented, the 
pelvis was undersize. This was the same patient 
already noticed, where the fanis prolapsed in a previous 
labour with the fiice to the pubes. On the present 
occasion the head was lessened, after 60 hours labour. 
No other difficulty was experienced, the labour in 
almost all was easy and of short duration. 
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PROLAPSED FUNIS. 

There were six cases in which the fanis prolapsed ; 
three of the children were stiU-born, one in which the 
face was turned towards the pubes, and is noticed 
under that head, where the pelvis was defective ; a 
second in which the labour was severe, and continued 
for sixteen hours ; and a third in which the frontal- 
and parietal bones were absent. In three instances 
the head presented — ^in one the head with the hand — 
in one the feet, and in one the head with the face to 
the pubes. Four of the children were girls — one a 
boy, and in the defective child the sex was not noted. 

CONVULSIONS. 

Two cases of convulsions occurred ; in one the 
patient had three fits previous to the birth of the 
child ; the breech presented, and it was still-bom. 
In the second case the patient had but one fit and 
that subsequent to delivery ; the feet presented ; it 
was born alive. Both mothers recovered favourably. 
It is a very singular fact, that the only cases met 
with should have been preternatural presentations. 
Only one case of convulsions occurred in the Hospital, 
where the child presented preternaturally, during 
twenty-one years, in which term 48,379 women were 
delivered. — See Doctor Collins' Practical Treatise, 
page 200. 
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LABORIOUS AND PROTRACTED LABOURS. 

There were eighteen cases of laborious labour, in 
twelve of which the chUd's head was lessened ; in 
two of these the pelvis was very defective, under 
three inches ; in one the chin was to the sacrum, and 
although the uterine action was very powerful no pro- 
gress was made ; two cases are recorded under face 
presentations with defective pelvis ; in the sixth the 
labour was protracted to 90 hours ; in the seventh to 
80; in the eighth, delivery was eflFected at the end of 
36 hours' severe labour ; in the ninth at the end of 
40 hours; in the tenth, after 24 hours from the dilata- 
tion of the OS uteri, the head was hydrocephalic, and 
in two the duration of labour is not noted. In these 
cases Doctor Clarke had assistance from professional 
friends One of the eighteen was delivered with the 
lever ; child still-bom. In the remaining ^t?^ cases 
of very severe and protracted labour, instrumental 
delivery was not had recourse to — one was 72 hours 
in labour ; child alive — one 40 hours severe labour ; 
child alive — one 36 hours after full dilatation of the 
OS uteri ; child alive — one 72 hours ; child still-bom 
— it was very large, and the period of gestation had 
been protracted seven days beyond the nine months — 
one 48 hours ; child still-born. All the mothers re- 
covered favourably. Some additional cases of tedious 
labour are noted, but not of such a nature as to re- 
quire any remark. 
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Such is a brief enumeration of the instrumental 
deliveries in Doctor Clarke's practice, extending over 
the long period oi forty-four years, including three 
thousand^ eight hundred^ and seventy-eight births. 
This is in the proportion of one in 298, so that it is 
obvious he did not consider a frequent resort to in- 
struments, in order to effect the hasty delivery of the 
patient, necessary to ensure safety, and that necessity 
alone ever induced him to use them. It may be ob- 
served he only used the forceps once, and that without 
completing the delivery. If we seriously reflect upon 
the happy results to the mothers^ from the practice 
pursued by this distinguished physician, as regards 
the use of instruments, and then carefully examine 
the succeeding section upon children sttUrborn^ and 
find here equally happy results (as of the 8,816 single 
births, there were only forty-two children still-bom 
of those that had arrived at the full period of gesta- 
tion, or in the singularly small proportion of one in 
91), we cannot fail to discover a number of astound- 
ing truths, sufficient to warn our artificial advocates, 
and make them pause until they can supply their 
professional brethren with a series of facts equally 
satisfactory. 

When Doctor Clarke commenced practice in Dub- 
lin, it is a well-known fact (which my friend Doctor 
Labatt, who is fully acquainted with the circum- 
stances, clearly substantiates), that almost every 
accoucheur then, in any amount of practice, inva- 
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riably carried the lever, or forceps, in a pocket ex- 
pressly made for the purpose, so as to have either 
instrument in readiness for use in every case they 
were called upon to attend, so necessary then were 
these instruments generally considered. 

We doubt that any physician ever attended a 
greater number of patients in a similar rank of life, 
which arises from the lengthened period during which 
Doctor Clarke was enabled to pursue his professional 
duties, as also the active manner in which he was en- 
gaged. When we look to the truly favourable results, 
we require no other proof to convince us of the pro- 
found skill which enabled him to conduct so vast a 
number of cases to so happy a termination. The 
deaths were in the proportion of one in one hundred 
cmd seventy -five deliveries; and when we examine 
into the cause of death in the twenty-two cases re^ 
corded, we find that there were three from peritonitis, 
five from phthisis, one from hectic fever, one from 
scarlatina, one from a paralytic stroke, one from 
diarrhaea, one from dysentery, and one from anoma- 
lous disease, thus leaving eight deaths as the results of 
childbirth, or in the proportion of one in 477. 

How seldom should most practitioners be found to 
use instruments, if the successful course pursued by 
Doctor Clarke were universally aimed at. Is it not 
worthy of our best consideration, with the invaluable 
statement be&re us, that, in an extent of practice in 
the upper ranks of life perhaps unexampled, there is 
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not one single instance of death resulting from labo- 
rums or protracted lahour. This is a practical,,^/) 
which ought to be carefully recollected, and seriously 
weighed, by most of our Continental brethren, who 
use instruments in every 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, or 
30th labour under their care, with the object of expe- 
diting delivery; as also by some of our own country- 
men, whose unsound doctrines inculcating mischievous 
interference to promote ha^sty delivery, the unques- 
tionable truths here recorded clearly demonstrate to 
be unjustifiable and most uncalled for. Should not 
this inexpressibly important record for ever silence 
those who venture to publish crude and fanciful opi- 
nions, unsupported by any data from their own expe- 
rience affording similarly happy results. It affords 
me infinite satisfection to supply this truthful registry 
of facts, for the universal and serious consideration of 
the profession. These truths speak in language the 
most convincing, and must, when studied, leave an 
indelible impression. * 

STILL BORN AND PBEMATUBE CHILDREN. 

The children still-born may be considered with ad- 
vantage after the subject of laborious labours. Of 
the 3,816 single births, there were one hundred and 
twenty still-born, or in the proportion of one in 32. 

* See, particularly. Doctor ColUns's Letters to Professor Simpson, of 

Edinburgh Prov, Med, and Surg. Journal of England, October I8th, 

1848; also the British Record, December 15th, 1848. 
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Ovly forty-two of the 120 were at ih^full period of 
gestation, 19 of which were boys, and 23 girls. Of 
the nineteen boys, six were putrid. Of the twenty- 
three girls, ten were putrid. Of the forty-two still- 
born at the full period, thirty-eight may be found 
recorded under the following heads, viz. — Laborious 
labours. Convulsions, Prolapsed Funis, Face presen- 
tation, Breech, Feet, and Arm presentation, Hemorr- 
hages, and Mothers dead. Of the four remaining, 
one was caused by an upset in a carriage; one occurred 
where the labour was natural, and only of 24 hours' 
duration, and in two the head was hydrocephalic. 
Seventy-eight of the 120 were premature births, 
sixty-five of which were putrid^ viz. — seven at the 
5th month, twenty-two at the 6th, twenty-four at the 
7th, and twelve at the 8th month. Of the sixty-five 
putrid, thirty were male, twenty-two female, and in 
thirteen the sex was not noted. Thirteen of the 
seventy-eight premature children were not putrid, 
viz. — ^four boys, five girls, and four, in which the sex 
was not noted. 

Five children were still-born in the twin-births^ all at 
the full period of gestation, which see under that head. 

In addition to the seventy-eight premature still- 
horn children, there were one hundred premature 
children born alive^ viz. — nineteen at the 6th month, 
thirty-seven at the 7th month, and forty-four at the 
8th month ; of these, 56 were boys, 34 girls, and 10 
in which the sex was not noted. 
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Of the total number of premature children, both 
alive and still-bom, viz., 178, ninety were males, 
sixty-one females, and in twenty-seven the sex was 
not noted. If we deduct the premature still-bom 
from the total still-born, the proportion will be re- 
duced two-thirds, or to one in 91. 

The proportion of children bom prematurely in 
the upper ranks of life, is much greater than that 
observed in hospital. This observation holds good 
also as regards children born in a putrid state. * Of 
the 120 still-bom, two-thirds were premature, and 
more than two-thirds of the 120 were putrid. In 
Hospital we had about one-fourth premature, and 
rather less than one-half putrid. This fact power- 
fully proves the greater delicacy of constitution in the 
upper ranks of society, engendered by the mode of life 
pursued, coupled with other circumstances; as, not- 
withstanding the numerous casualties to which the 
lower orders are necessarily exposed in the laborious 
pursuits they are*compelled to follow, a much greater 
portion of their offspring arrive at the full period of 
gestation in a healthy state. The practical lesson is 
obvious in the treatment of those who live in luxury, 
and often without any kind of healthful exercise. 

Of the total number of patients confined under 
Doctor Clarke's care, viz., 3,847, three thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen gave birth to single chil- 
dren, of which 1,949 were boys, and 1,840 girls; in 
twenty-seven the sex was not noted. Thirty-one gave 
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birth to twins. The proportion of maie to female 
children is not by any means so much greater in the 
upper ranks of life as amongst the lower classes. In 
Hospital, the proportion is about twelve males to 
eleven females, whereas the above is as eighteen to 
seventeen nearly. 

INCIDBNTAL OCCUBRBNCBS. 

In preparing this abstract of Doctor Clarke's pri- 
vate practice, I took short notes of the following 
circumstances, which will, I think, be not without 
interest, as a registry of such events, derived by him 
from the extensive field for the collection of facts in 
which he was engaged for so lengthened a series of 
years. 

Six children were born with the head hydrocephalic ; 
one of these had spina bifida, and another had dis- 
torted feet. With one the labour lasted seventy-two 
hours, with another the head was lessened after twenty- 
four hours' labour subsequent to the dilatation of the 
OS uteri ; with the third and fourth, the breech pre- 
sented ; with the fifth the uterus ruptured (see 
women dead), and with the sixth there was not any 
diflSculty. 

Three children had spina bifida, exclusive of the 
one above noticed ; one of the three had the foot of 
the left side distorted. 

Two children had hare lip ; one had the left foot 
distorted ; one wanted the left hand ; one had ossifi- 
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cation of the arteries of the fdnis, and bled to death, 
notwithstanding the assistance of an eminent surgeon. 

Two ladies were five and one eight years married 
before pregnancy occurred. One had not menstruated 
from the 22nd October, and was not delivered till the 
26th of August. One went seven days past nine 
months from the time she left her husband: the child 
was of uncommon size, and the labour very severe. 
One had the liquor amnii discharged one month and 
three days before delivery ; another three weeks pre- 
vious to the birth of the child at the eighth month, 
bom alive. One remained for sixty hours with the 
OS uteri nearly ftdly dilated without any labour pain; 
one had six days spurious labour, and the child born 
alive. 

One had ten children ; ^q first was bom alive, the 
eight following putrid at the seventh month, and the 
tenth was bom alive — ^the first and last alone being 
at the ftdl term. One had five living children, and 
many bom putrid; one had the first child bom 
healthy, and the five succeeding putrid at the sixth 
month; one gave birth to her^r^^ child in her forty- 
second year ; one had the uterus amputated in 1806. 

Such is a short detail of the particulars from Doctor 
Clarke's registry, which appeared to me calculated to 
prove serviceable, by extending our knowledge in this 
branch of the profession. A faithful record offacts^ 
upon an extensive scale, must ever prove instractive, 
and that now submitted is the more highly to be 
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valued, inasmuch as the annals of medicine do not 
furnish us with information in any respect similar on 
these important occurrences in the highest ranks of 
society. When the results in the two opposite classes 
shall have been carefully examined, the well-informed 
physician will be enabled to draw conclusions which 
were totally out of his power, owing to the want of 
minute information. The dissimilarity which exists 
in many instances is remarkable, and displays a new 
field for observation and practical improvement ; and 
we have no doubt that those who study and compare the 
results in the public and private practice of this gifted 
physician, must derive instruction as their reward. 

It is anxiously to be desired that this first attempt 
may induce others, possessed of like resources, to com- 
municate facts in a somewhat similar form, so as 
thereby to procure an accumulation of results calcu- 
lated to benefit the profession and our fellow-creatures. 
It is impossible to value too highly truthftd registries 
kept by practitioners of experience and well-known 
abilities, and wherein every occurrence is faithfully 
made known. Those who investigate such data, may 
appropriate to their own benefit the unquestionably 
favourable, and reject, or rather endeavour to amend 
whatever they have an equally-well authenticated 
proof for supposing the contrary ; but let them drive 
far from them all merely speculative theories which 
have ever been the hotbed of uncertainty and inde- 
cision. I trust that, in medical science, where state- 
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ments are made unsupported by proofs the profession 
may invariably look upon them as calculated rather 
to mislead than direct. 

HOSPITAL REPORT. 

In continuation, as it were, of the abstract of the 
results of Doctor Clarke's private practice, as already 
given, I have now to add some observations on the 
highly instructive report published by him in the first 
vol. of the Transactions of the King and Queen's College 
of Physicians in Ireland, containing information of 
^ similar nature, acquired during his residence as 
Master in the Dublin Lying-in Hospital, embracing 
a registry of 10,387 cases. This was the first report 
of this institution ever published, and to its author 
the profession are deeply indebted for the sound, prac- 
tical instruction it contains. It was not only the 
first report of the Dublin Lying-in Hospital, but the 
only report extant which gave in detail all the re- 
markable occurrences met with during the treatment 
of every patient admitted. To the originator, there- 
fore, a debt of gratitude is due for the establishing of 
comprehensive and practical reports from similar in- 
stitutions. It is with unfeigned regret I am compelled 
to state that, with the exception of the Practical Trea- 
tise I had the honour of publishing in 1835, no other 
physician, of those who have been entrusted with the 
medical superintendence of our unrivalled Hospital, 
has, as yet, followed Doctor Clarke's praiseworthy ex- 

F 
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ample, by promulgating the results of their experience 
and observations in this, we may say, inexhaustible 
school of practical knowledge. I do hope and trust 
that some of my good friends whom I know to possess 
ample materials and abilities, will not longer delay 
theif contributions to this unquestionable public good.* 
The sound and excellent doctrines contained in Doctor 
Clarke's report have stood the test of a long series of 
years, and are to this day esteemed of great practical 
utility. It is not possible, in this very brief notice to 
do more than barely allude to a few points ; a perusal 
of the report will amply reward the reader. The 
suggestion for promoting the complete and permanent 
contraction of the uterus during, and subsequent to 
th€ birth of the child, with which the safety of the 
patient is so intimately connected, are most valuable, 
and have diligently been inculcated by his successors. 
The opinion he put forward as to the best time to in- 
terfere where there is retention of the placenta, which 
previously had been usually allowed to remain for 24 
hours or more, to the patient's risk, were speedily 
adopted ; and when we look at the results of his pri- 
vate practice in such cases, the wisdom of the recom- 
mendation is not to be questioned. Also his conclu- 
sion, as to the inapplicability of the forceps for the 

* Since these observations were ¥rritteD Doctors Hardy- and M'Clintock, 
who were assistants to my friend, Dr. Johnson, have published, under 
his sanction, a very interesting and instructive report of the three years 
they were in office. 
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extraction of the child where the labour is protracted 
to a dangerous length by unusual resistance, has been 
verified by the experience, I believe, of each succeeding 
Master. As before remarked, he only used this in- 
strument once in the multitude of cases under his 
care in private, and he had not one instance of death 
or one case of sloughing of the soft parts, from the 
protraction of labour. This, to some, I have no doubt, 
will appear marvellous, still the fact is unquestionable 
and well deserving of being treasured in the recollec- 
tion of every thinking practitioner. 

Doctor Clarke's observations on preternatural la- 
bours, hemorrhages, convulsions, lacerations of the 
vagina and uterus, &c., &c., are valuable, including 
a detail of the several occurrences met with in each, 
accompanied with practical conclusions. For infor- 
mation on these important points, and many others, I 
beg to refer the reader to the original work. 

I have thus briefly alluded to this valuable record 
with the hope of encouraging my readers to a careful 
perusal of it, which taken conjointly with the report 
I have given of the same Institution, as also with the 
accurate details of his private practice, now published, 
will be found to exhibit an accumulation of facts 
deeply interesting, and not to be found elsewhere. 

As a sequel to the remarks I have ventured to sub- 
mit to the public, relative to the various essays pub- 
lished by Doctor Clarke, I have added the following 
letter which is to me highly interesting and full of 



68 LIFE, WRITINGS, AND PRIVATE PRACTICE 

practical instruction. It contains a clear and concise 
history of the case of the ever deeply lamented Princess 
Charlotte, by Doctor John Sims, one of the consulting 
physicians in attendance, addressed at the time of the 
melancholy occurrence to Doctor Clarke, and is the 
only authenticated account that has been published : — 

LondoD, November 15, 1817. 

My Dear Sir, 

I do not wonder at your wishing to have a correct 
statement of the labour of Her Royal Highness, Princess 
Charlotte, the fatal issue of which has involved the whole 
nation in distress. You must excuse my being very concise, 
as I have been, and am very much hurried. I take the oppor- 
tunity of writing this in a lying-in chamber. 

Her Royal Highness's labour commenced by the discharge of 
the liquor amnii about 7 o'clock on Monday evening, and pains 
followed soon after ; they continued through the night and a 
great part of the next day, sharp, short, but very ineffectuaL 
Towards the evening Sir Richard Croft began to suspect that 
the labour might not terminate without artificial assistance, and 
a message was dispatched for me. I arrived at two on Wed- 
nesday morning. The labour was now advancing more favour- 
ably, and both Doctor Baillie and myself concurred in the 
opinion that it would not be advisable to inform Her Royal 
Highness of my arrivaL From this time to the end of the 
labour, the progress was uniform, though very slow, the patient 
in good spirits, pulse calm, and there never was room to entertain 
a question about the use of instruments. About six in the 
afternoon the discharges became of a green colour which led to 
a suspicion that the child might be dead ; still the giving assist- 
ance was quite out of the question, as the pains now became 
more effectual, and the labour proceeded regularly though 
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slowlj. The child was born, without artificial assistance, at 
9 o'clock in the evening. Attempts were for a good while made 
to reanimate it by inflating the lungs, friction, hot bath, &C., 
but without effect ; the heart could not be made to beat even 
once. Soon after the delivery Sir Richard Croft discovered 
that the uterus was contracted in the middle, in the hour-glass 
form, and, as some hemorrhage commenced, it was agreed that 
the placenta should be brought away by introducing the hand. 
This was done about half an hour after the delivery of the 
child, with more ease and less loss of blood than usual. Her 
Eoyal Highness continued well for about two hours; she 
then complained of being sick at stomach, and of noise in her 
ears ; began to be talkative, and her pulse became frequent, but 
I understand she was very quiet after this, and her pulse calm. 
About half-past 12 o'clock she complained of severe pain at her 
chest, became extremely restless, with a rapid, irregular, and 
weak pulse. At this time I saw her for the first time, and saw 
immediately that she must die. It has been said we were all gone 
to bed, but that is not a fact. Croft did not leave the room. 
Dr. Baillie retired about eleven, and I went to my bed-ehamber 
and laid down in my clothes at twelve. By dissection, some 
bloody fluid (two ounces) was found in the pericardium, sup- 
posed to be thrown out in articulo mortis. The brain and 
other organs all sound except the right ovarium which was 
distended into a cyst, the size of a hen's egg ; the hour-glass 
contraction of the uterus still visible ; a considerable quantity 
of blood in the cavity of the uterus, but those present differ 
about the quantity, so much as from 12 ounces to a pound and 
a half ; the uterus extending as high as the navel< The cause of 
Her Royal Highness's death is certainly somewhat obscure ; the 
symptoms were such as attend death from hemorrhage, but the 
loss of blood did not appear to be sufficient to account for a 
fatal issue. It is possible that the effusion into the pericardium 
took place earlier than what was supposed, and it does not 
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seem to me to be quite certain that this might not be the cause. 
As far as I can judge, the labour could not have been better man- 
aged. That I did not see Her Royal Highness more early was 
awkward ; and it would have been better that I should have 
been introduced before the labour was expected ; and it should 
have been understood that when the labour came on I should 
be sent to without waiting to know whether a consultation was 
necessary or not. I thought so at the time, but I could not 
propose such an arrangement to Croft But this is entirely 
entre nous. 

I am glad to hear that your son is well, and, with all my 
family, wish to be remembered to him ; we were happy to hear 
that he was agreeably married. 

I remain, my dear Doctor, 

Ever yours, most truly, 

Jno. Sims. 

P.S. This letter is confidential, as, perhaps, I might be blamed 
for writing any particulars without the permission of Prince 
Leopold. 

I do not believe there is on record a more deeply 
interesting or instructive case than the above, and as, 
at this remote period, no feeling can possibly be 
wounded by giving it publicity, I, for the aboA^e rea- 
son, feel called upon to do so. The royal example, 
too, which it affords of seeking true knowledge by the 
examination of the body fully accords with the desire 
of making the case useful to others. 

The cause of death, in this instance, has, it is much to 
be feared, in similar cases, been not unfrequently over- 
looked ; it is, therefore, so much the more instructive. 
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I cannot, for an instant, doubt that relaxation, and 
consequent distention of the womb from internal 
hemorrhage, {the uterus extending a^ high as the 
navel) was the cause of the fatal result ; and that, 
had this been detected at its commencement^ and on 
the failure of the ordinary means for controlling it, 
the hand been cautiously introduced, so as to excite 
pi'oper uterine contraction, with the expulsion of its 
contents, the happiest results would have ensued. 
That such might have been expected, ample experience 
under similar circumstances leaves me little room to 
hesitate. Her Eoyal Highness's case was of unusual 
occurrence, as hemorrhage, subsequent to the expulsion 
of the afterbirth, is rarely met with where the labour 
has been protracted. Of 40 cases in Hospital, Thirty- 
four were delivered within 12 hours. Thirty 
of the 34 within six hours ; twenty-Jive of the 30 
within four hours, and eighteen of the 25 within two 
hours. The^r^^ cases occurred in 16,414 deliveries. 

The following correspondence between Doctor Clarke 
and Doctors Savage and Denman, of London, which 
took place in the year 1797 (now 51 years ago), re- 
lative to the induction of premature labour in a case 
where the pelvis was defective, possesses considerable 
interest, and is full of instruction to the junior prac- 
titioner. This, long since well established method of 
treatment, had not, at the remote period alluded to, 
been practiced in Dublin. 
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Sackyille-stTeet, Dublin, 
August 10, 1797. 

Sib, 

The enclosed letter was transmitted to me by Ladj 
, with a request to have my opinion on the subject. I 



have twice attended her ladyship within the last four years, 
with the assistance of consultation in both labours. In the 
first instance the child's head was lessened ; in the second, it 
was passed entire by the aid of the lever, but the bones of the 
bead were very much injured, and the child was still-bom. 

Previous to my attendance upon Lady » she had been 

thrice pregnant, and attended by two old practitioners in this 
city, of extensive experience. The first child was extracted 
by the crotchet ; the second was premature in the seventh or 
eighth month, and after several hours severe labour, had the 
good luck to be delivered of a small female living child : some 
portion of the scalp, however, had been so bruised against the 
projecting sacrum, as to ulcerate a little. On this occasion 
(her ladyship's first attendant having died) she was attended 
by another. The last gentleman attended her, however, a third 
time, and was obliged to perforate and extract, as in her first 
labour, the child having come to its full time. 

From this detail, I think the possibility of a seven month's 
child passing alive through the pelvis is fully proved, and the 
probability of a full-grown child not passing, is pretty well 
established. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Respectfully yours, &c., &c., 

Joseph Clabke. 
Doctor Savage. 
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LETTER FROM DOCTOR SAVAGE TO DOCTOR CLARKE. 

Conduit-street, London, 

August 30, 1797. 
Sir, 

I am honoured with your letter, and should have 

answered it sooner, had I not waited for Doctor Denman's 

opinion of Lady ^'s case. I have known many instances of 

a safe labour from this simple operation, and have recommended 

it to others ; but as I have never had occasion to use it in my 

own practice, I have prevailed on Doctor Denman to give me 

his opinion, which you will find satisfactory and conclusive. 

I am. Sir, 

With the greatest regard, 

Your most humble servant, 

Thos. Savaoi:. 

Doctor Clarke, &c., &c. 

LETTER FROM DOCTOR DENMAN TO DOCTOR SAVAGE. 

Old Burlington-street, 

23rd Aug^ 1797. 
Dear Doctor Savage, 

I have carefully read the letters you showed me, 

and I think nothing can be more clear than the opinion you 

have given. I have been acquainted with the operation near 

thirty years : I have often performed it, and been present when 

it has been performed by others, on my recommendation, and I 

can truly say, that the patients in no one instance failed to 

recover in the happiest manner, and in several instances the 

children have been born living and healthy. 

In the case of this lady, the operation seems to be peculiarly 
justifiable and proper. Consider and place it in this point of 
view — 

Ist. She cannot have a full-grown child born alive. This 
is proved by her former labours. 



x^ 
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«a 'tei^ a fiTing child bom at seven months. This 
^ ^« t>e bmh of her daughter. 
s« ^sxjjT cftB be brought on without detriment or danger 
V M^jL X seven or eight months. This is proved by the 
.vAfec^ gjT several, 
vsju U' ihis lady's labour was to come on, or to be brought 
«^ %fii >^ about the seventh month, she would have a probable 
.«kMi<# ^' bringing forth a living child. 

tW conclusion is as clear as anything which can be stated, 
^;]MU» lhi» labour ought to be brought on. Of the morality of an 
AOi by which we endeavour to save the life of an infant that 
«iMSi| otherwise be lost, there can be no doubt. 

Ever your faithful humble servant, 

Thos. Denman. 
Doctor Ravage. 

LETTER FROM DOCTOB SAVAGE TO DOCTOR CLARKE. 

Ck)nduit-street, London, 
March 5, 1798. 
Deab Sir, 

Gratitude demands that I make acknowledgment 
for the honour and favour you conferred on me when you 

recommended Lady to my care. I am also bound to give 

you a detail of the proceedings, and as the labour terminated 
happily, it will afford you satisfaction, as it was by your influ- 
ence that her ladyship had a very good labour, and that the life 
of the child has been preserved. 

When her ladyship was at the end of the seventh months 
Doctor Denman and myself examined the state of the pelvis 
and uterus. We found the former just as you had described. 
The OS uteri was sufficiently dilated to introduce the forefinger 
without giving the least pain ; but we judged it proper to wait 
a fortnight longer before we perforated the membranes, for the 
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sake of the child. Doctor Denman performed this simple 
operation on the 27th day of January ; and all that day, which 
was Saturday, and the greatest part of Sunday, the liquor 
amnii flowed copiously, and in the evening her ladyship had 
the usual symptoms of approaching labour. About two o'clock 
on the Monday morning, the real pains commenced, and I was 
called to her assistance between three and four. Between six 
and seven the pains were strong and frequent, and soon brought 
down the head of the child below the projection of the sacrum, 
and soon after seven o'clock the child was born, lively and 
healthy. 

I agree with you, that the membranes should not be perfo- 
rated before the os uteri is so far dilated as to admit the intro- 
duction of the forefinger to be a guide to the instrument, without 
giving the least pain, and this usually happens about the seventh 
month, in those who have already had children. 

It is this day five weeks since the delivery, and her ladyship 
has yet had no one complaint, and the child is now growing a 
fine boy, and promises to be a strong and healthy child. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
With all due regard and esteem, 

Your most obliged humble servant, 

Thos. Savage. 

To Doctor Clarke, 

Sackville-street, Dublin. 

The following letter from Doctor John Sims to 
Doctor Saunders, of London, with reference to the 
consequences to be apprehended from the effects of 
delivery, in cases of impregnation with the womb 
diseased, I have thought deserving a place in these 
memoirs. It is important, as containing the results 
of the observations of so eminent a physician on a 
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subject often of great diflaculty. In this case, Doctor 
Clarke was in correspondence with Doctor Saunders, 
and Doctor Sims's opinion was forwarded through 
him. The case was complicated, with diseased liver, 
and had been frequently seen in consultation by seve- 
ral eminent physicians in Dublin. 

August 25, 1809* 
My Dear Doctob, 

I sincerely wish it may be in my power to propose 
anything that might be useful to your friend, both on your 
account and that of Doctor Clarke, to whom I am under great 
obligations for his very kind attention to my daughter when in 
Dublin ; but, indeed, no other inducement can be necessary, 
than the wish that every one must feel to relieve the suffering 
of an amiable woman. 

I have seen several cases where conception has taken place, 
notwithstanding considerable disease in the cervix uteri, in all 
of which the suffering of the patient, from the difficulty with 
which the diseased parts dilated, was extreme, and most of 
them have terminated fatally. In one ease the cervix uteri 
was so much diseased, that no considerable dilation could take 
place, and the woman died, with much the largest part of the 
child still in utero, some small portions only having, with great 
difficulty, been removed by the help of the crotchet. In another 
instance, of a lady of rank, who had been more than a week in 
fruitless labour, I delivered with the perforator and crotchet 
without success, the lady dying very soon after delivery. Her 
uterus was in every part so much diseased, that it seemed mar- 
vellous how conception could have taken place, or gestation 
have gone on, under the progress of so much disease. The 
womb was four or five times thicker in every part than natural 
at delivery, and hard, scirrhous lumps occupied the substance 
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in several parts^ In another womany who had a hard tumour 
in the substance of the forepart of the cervix, when this part 
dilated by the effort of the strongest pains with very great diffi- 
culty, the effect that followed was fever and death, a few days 
after delivery, as had been prognosticated by Doctor Lowder, 
who was consulted with me before delivery. 

The above is, however, the unfavourable side of the question, 
and I am happy to have it to add, that I have known a consi- 
derable cauliflower excrescence of the os tincee, which had 
occasioned repeated hemorrhages during pregnancy, and bled 
more or less upon the slightest touch, to slough away after 
delivery, and the part have become sound and healthy. I am 
inclined to hope that Mrs. H.'s case may be of this kind, as Doc- 
tor Clarke mentions it as '^ lumpy and tender," though I cannot 
be sure whether, by the last word, the Doctor means painful to 
the touch, or of a soft consistence ; but as it bled, upon making 
an examination in the most careful manner, I hope that the 
tumour was of the kind I am speaking of. Doctor Clarke 
knows very well that these cauliflower-like excrescences of the 
OS tincaB often prove fatal ; yet as I have known them to be 
sometimes cured, I consider them as not so entirely hopeless as 
what is usually called cancer of the womb. I have known 
these excrescences to disappear with the use of a solution of 
vitriolated copper, in distilled water, in the proportion of from 
one to five grains to the ounce, applied to the diseased part by 
means of a piece of sponge. I should suppose that, in some 
cases, it might not be difficult to apply dii'ectly to the disease, 
nitrated silver or pure kali, without injury to the sound parts, 
and that this might be a more effectual treatment. Solutions 
of vitriolated copper will have the effect generally of hardening 
these excrescences, and lessening their disposition to bleed, if 
they do no other good. In these cases it does not seem pro- 
bable that much good can be done by internal remedies. 

In an enlargement of the uterus, with pain and tenderness 
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v iK w«nK threatening a termination in scirrhous and cancer, 
ui .titMiyUc^stic treatment ie, I believe, the only one to be con- 
'kUfU IB. I have, however, supposed, that in some cases I have 
^«<« benefit both from arsenic and muriated barjtes. 

If you write to Doctor Clarke, I will thank you to make my 
most respectful compliments, and beg you to accept the expres- 
sion of sincere regard from 

Yours truly, 

Jno. Sims. 
To Doctor Saunders, 
&G^ &c., 
Russell-square. 

The patient to whom this letter had reference was 
safely delivered under Doctor Clarke's care, and re- 
covered favourably from the effects of her confine- 
ment, but the disease was not removed. The child 
presented with the feet, and was bom alive. 

The following letter, from Doctor Jenner to Doctor 
Clarke, in 1806 (a few years subsequent to his disco- 
very of vaccination), is interesting. Doctor Clarke 
was at all times a warm supporter of vaccination, and 
of our Cow-pock Institution in Dublin ; it was through 
his exertions the annual grant from government was 
obtained for its support. 

Berkeley, Gloucestershire, 

April 14, 1806. 
Dear Sm, 

I must beg you to accept my best thanks for your 

very obliging and satisfactory letter, the contents of which. 
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respecting yaccination, are exactly in unison with my general 
correspondence. I was happy in finding that my paper on the 
Modification of the Vaccine Pustule, occasioned by a herpetic, 
or any other initiative eruption, had not escaped your notice. 
It is a curious and important subject. I have reprinted the 
paper for general distribution in the same state, or nearly so, 
in which it first appeared, but intend, when circumstances will 
permit, to give a second paper, with my further observations. 

After the convincing proofs which have fallen under your 
own observation, and the incalculable numbers which have 
been laid before the public, of the safety and efficacy of vaccine 
inoculation, you must, in common with every other philanthro- 
pist, lament the perverseness of those who still decry it, and use 
every effort to recommend the inoculation of the small pox. 
Wherever their point has been gained, the consequence has 
been horribly destructive, for wherever the small pox is inocu- 
lated, the natural small pox, with all its train of evils, will soon 
follow. But I am very much inclined to think, that the very 
men (thank Heaven they are very few) who write against vac- 
cination, are as thoroughly convinced of its prophylactic powers 
as we are. To admit the contrary, would be admitting that 
they were fools, and they certainly do not come under this class 
of human beings. The misfortune lies here ; they have been 
so long in error, they are now restrained by false pride from 
making that generous and philosophic recantation which no 
wise or honest man should, under similar mistakes, ever be 
ashamed of. 

Believe me. Dear Sir, with great respect. 

Your very faithful, and obliged humble servant, 

Edward Jenneb. 

To Joseph Clarke, M.D., 
Dublin. 

Many other interesting letters from eminent profes- 
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sional men might be added, but the subjects alluded 
to are so unconnected, I think it better not to cany 
the correspondence to a greater length. It reinains 
for me briefly to notice a few circumstances connected 
with the professional pursuits and private life of Doc- 
tor Clarke, from the period at which (1786), in the 
preceding pages, his early history concludes, up to the 
the date of his death, in 18eS4, extending over a series 
of years, lengthened out far beyond the lot of most 
men, and characterized by uninterrupted prosperity, 
with high, professional elevation, and the regard and 
esteem of his medical brethren. 

His income from practice rapidly increased, untU 
it reached £3,000 yearly, from which amount for 
many years it varied but little. By accumulation, 
&c., his receipts, within the first twenty years, ap- 
proached £5,000 annually, and this solely by his own 
exertions. 

In the early period of his life he was a tall, slightly- 
made man, and the fatigue of so laborious a profession 
was occasionally too great for his bodily strength ; so 
much so, that, at times when returning to his home at 
night, after considerable exertion, he has told me, if he 
walked a short distance, he was obliged to rest himself 
on the way from pure exhaustion. On one of these 
occasions of debility, he sent for Doctor Harvey (a 
well known physician in Dublin) to advise what he 
should do, and after detailing to him his inability for 
so much work, &c., &c., Doctor Harvey asked him 
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abruptly, " What do you eat for dinner?" and " what 
do you take after it T " Indeed," replied the Doctor 
(whose appetite was but indifferent), " I sometimes 
take a little mutton broth, with a little boiled mutton, 
and at other times chicken. I take very little wine, 
or occasionally a little drop of spirit in water." Doc- 
tor Harvey replied, "Phew — nonsense, man; take 
your roast mutton and roast beef, with a pint of good 
Fort wine daily, and you will be as stout a man as 
any in the kingdom." " I took his advice," said the 
Doctor ; " I speedily improved, and enjoyed excellent 
health afterwards." He certainly did not take so 
much as Doctor Harvey's allowance of wine, but he 
took it much more freely than he had previously done. 
He was always a man of temperate habits; he took, I 
should say, as nearly as possible, half a pint of wine 
daily; this, from my own knowledge, I can state to 
have been his habit for the last twenty-five years of 
his life, during which I dined in his company almost 
daily, and for seventeen years of which I enjoyed the 
utmost happuaess under his roof. His practice wa$ 
almost entirely confined to the upper ranks of society, 
and, consequeutly, he got large fees, as may be inferred 
from the statement, that in fees varying frx>m £10 up 
to £150, he received £37,252. 

In his Fee Book, Nov. 11, 1801, where £1 (note) 
is mlered, he adds, ^^ First of these vile productions." 
The old gold guinea, of the value of £l 2s. 9d., Iriah 

G 
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currency, was the usual fee previously, so that the 
innovation was far from agreeable to physicians. 

He invariably attended to his business with ex- 
treme regularity, so as to avoid hurry and confusion. 
His breakfast hour was nine o'clock, and dinner hour, 
five, which he observed with great punctuality, when 
not unavoidably obliged to be absent. He usually 
left his house in the morning at ten, or half past ten 
o'clock, and from that hour, till half past four or five 
o'clock, he was occupied visiting his patients. He seldom 
kept more than two horses for his own carriage, and 
used them daily, unless sickness, which rarely oc- 
curred, made it necessary to take one of the family 
horses. Several of his horses ran in this way for 12 
or 15 years, working regularly from five to six or 
seven hours daily. He frequently told me that the 
true way to keep horses in health, was to give them 
plenty of work, and feed them well. They were 
always in good condition, and fiilly equal to their 
task. He never took them out of the stable after 
dinner, nor did he drive them any distance from town. 
For early and late visits, as also for country excur- 
sions, he used job or hackney carriages. 

Prosperous and exalted as was Doctor Clarke's pro- 
fessional career, from the commencement to its termi- 
nation, it did not exceed his happiness in his domestic 
circle, until it pleased the Lord, on the 5th October, 
1820, to take his only son. Doctor James Clarke, at 
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the early age of 32. His death was not alone the 
cause of deep sorrow to his father and all his relatives, 
but also of universal regret in the metropolis. It was 
occasioned by typhus fever, which he himself thought 
he had contracted in the discharge of his duty as phy- 
sician to the Hardwicke Fever Hospital at the House 
of Industry, He had been on a short visit to his 
estate in the county of Fermanagh, where he had 
taken severe exercise ; and on his return to town in 
a fatigued state, and labouring under the effects of a 
cold, he visited the Hospital, and, when prescribing 
for a very bad case of fever, he received, as he said 
himself, a whiff from the patient, the peculiarly disa- 
greeable consciousness of which he could not divest 
himself of ever afterwards. He died on the 12th day 
of the fever, throughout which I was one of those 
friends who anxiously watched over him. Few men 
were more universally beloved by their friends, and 
still fewer possessed, to the same extent, the esteem 
and regard of their professional brethren, which may 
be considered one of the truest tests * of real worth. 
This was, indeed, a heavy affliction, but his Heavenly 
Father sanctified and blessed it, by making it the 
means of directing his powerful mind more earnestly 
towards his Saviour, there, from this divine and 
boundless source, to seek everlasting happiness, under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. Subsequently, in 
1829 and 1833, the Lord was pleased to take to 
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Himself his only remaining children, two beloved 
daughters. It fails me to do more on this, to me, 
most painful topic, than to state, ^^to them to live 
was Christ, to die is gain." 

In September, 1834, Doctor Clarke left Dublin for 
Edinburgh, to be present at the meeting of the British 
Association, to which I have already alluded, as also 
to the object he had in view. He arrived there on 
Saturday afternoon, the 6th, and reached the house of 
his kind friend, Mr. Learmonth, of Moray-place, where 
he had been invited to remain during his visit. He 
had been very sick at sea, and after landing found his 
bowels in an uncomfortable state ; he was, however, 
in excellent spirits, but appeared to his friends pulled 
down, either by fatigue of the journey or seasickness. 
Some friends dined with Mr. Learmonth, and he par- 
took of a variety of food, apparently with relish ; he 
jokingly told Mr. L. he should take wine freely that 
day, as he found it peculiarly grateful to him. The 
conversation after dinner was animated, and he ap- 
peared to enjoy himself, and to anticipate great plea- 
sure from the meeting of the Association. Sunday, 
the 7th, Doctor Clarke staid at home, observing that 
he thought the repose might be serviceable* He passed 
the morning reading; at dinner he ate as usual, and 
drank his wine cheerfully; he was animated, and 
talked a good deal, and was in excellent spirits, both 
at table and in the drawing-room. Monday, the 8th, 
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the day appointed for the meeting of the British Asso- 
ciation, he went out early in a carriage to procure his 
ticket for the public dinner, which was to take place 
that day, and afterwards called upon several friends. 
When the hour for dinner arrived, not feeling him- 
self well, he said he was afraid of the heat that 
there probably would be in the room, and that he 
should prefer taking a little soup quietly at home, 
thus to be better prepared to encounter the evening 
meeting of the Association. Mr. Learmonth and our 
kind friend, Mr. Isaac Weld, who also visited Edin- 
burgh to attend this meeting, left the dinner early, in 
order to call upon Doctor Clarke, and accompany him 
.0 the evening'Iee.ing. On their «tura Ij fooad 
his stomach had been sick, and rejected its contents. 
He left the drawing-room, and requested a sofa might 
be placed in his bed-room, to which he retired. His 
pulse at this time was feeble, but not quick. He now 
told Mr. Weld he felt differently under this attack 
from what he had ever experienced before, and should 
it prove &tal, he requested his remains should be put 
into a leaden coffin, and taken to Moneymore, where 
his father was buried, as he had always a great aver- 
sion to being interred in the crowded burying-ground 
of a city. He told Mr. Learmonth he had no fear of 
death, as his trust was fixed on his blessed Eedeemer. 
When he was settled in his bed-room, and had some 
wine-whiey, which he wished for, Mr. Learmonth and 



86 LIFE, WHITINGS, AND PRIVATE PRACTICE 

Mr. Weld left him, and as they considered him very 
ill, agreed to have medical advice instantly. Doctor 
Clarke had himself consulted Mr. Bell in the morning. 
As speedily as Dr. Abercrombie and Mr. Bell could 
be found, they visited him, which was about ten 
o'clock, p.m. They considered him dangerously ill. 
September 9th he passed a very uncomfortable night, 
and suffered considerably from griping pain and 
spasm in the bowels. He asked to see his friend, 
Doctor Jackson of Dublin, who was then in Edin- 
. burgh, and gave him the paper which he had intended 
•to read at the meeting of the medical section of the 
Association. Doctors Abercrombie, Jackson, and Bell 
afterwards met; they then gave over all hopes, and 
thought he could scarcely live to next morning. He 
was at this time in a torpid state, his voice thick and 
indistinct, and his features greatly changed. 

Wednesday, September 10; he continued in the 
same state of torpor in which he had 'been the pre- 
vious evening, but his medical attendants found his 
strength had sunk greatly, and his life drawing fast 
to a close. 

He breathed his last a quarter before one o'clock. 

In accordance with his expressed wish, the body 
was transmitted to Moneymore. Much alarm was 
excited, as the disease was considered to have been 
cholera, which had for some time been prevalent. 
The morning he left home, while I was assisting him 
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in the necessary preparations for his journey, he told 
me his bowels were rather relaxed, " but," he added, 
" you know this has always been useful to me." My 
reply was, that in such times I hoped he would be 
careful. 

The first intimation received in Dublin of his ill- 
ness, was by a letter from our friend Mr. Learmonth 
to me, on receipt of which I instantly started for 
Edinburgh, and on my arrival, found, with heartfelt 
sorrow, that his remains had been forwarded from 
Glasgow the same morning, as it was not considered 
prudent to delay, owing to the excitement that pre- 
vailed. 

Such is a brief sketch of the last illness and death 
of my beloved uncle. Of him it may, indeed, be said, 
that as a physician or as a friend he was without 
guile. Many, both in and out of the profession, when 
in difficulties, sought his counsel, impressed with the 
conviction, that he could and would give them sound 
advice to guide them safely through; nor did they 
ever find themselves disappointed. 

He was a man, naturally, of a most cheerful dispo- 
sition, and his fine, expressive countenance so beamed 
with benignity, as to make the most favourable im- 
pression, even upon those who were strangers to him, 

I could, indeed, write a lengthened history of his 
genuine benevolence, and other Christian virtues; but 
from one to whom his unbounded kindness know no 
limit, such would hardly be appropriate. 
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His widow, who had ever been the most attached 
and devoted of wives, as well as the fondest and most 
exemplary of mothers, to my great satisfaction, resided 
after his death in my honse. She died in her 88th 
year, having survived her husband thirteen years. 

To both, my thoughts ever recur with affection and 
gratitude, while I contemplate the memorable and 
happy events of which they were the source. 



THE END. 
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addition to medical literature. We can recommend nis work as the production of a diligent 
and exjperienced investigator in the difficult path of the curative science. The diagnosis of 
disease in young children reauires the exercise of all bur perceptive faculties, and every aid 
which the experience of others can suggest ; and Dr. Coley seems generally well fitted for 
consultation on this subject through the medium of the pages which lie before us. To his 
other qualifications we add, that bis work affords ample testimony of an extensive acquaint- 
ance with the opinions of his brother authors. The chapters on the diseases of the intestinal 
canal are replete with sound observation, and point out methods of treatment that are evi- 
dently the result of extensive practice.'*— Lancet. 

COOPER -A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL SURGERY; 

With all the most interesting Improvements down to the present period; an Acountc of the 
Instruments and Remedies employed in Surgery; the Etymology and Signification of the 

f)rincipal Terms ; and numerous References to Ancient and Modern Works, forming a Cata- 
ogue of Surgical Literature, arranged according to subjects. By Samubl Coopbr, Senior 
Surgeon to University College Hospital, &c. 7th Edit, revised and enlarged. Svo. SOs. cloth. 

COOPER. -THE FIRST LINES OF THE THEORY AND 

PRACTICE of SURGERY; explaining and illustrating the Doctrines relative to the Princi- 
ples, Practice, and Operations of Surgery. By S. Coopbr. 7th Edition, corrected and 
augmented. Svo. 18s. boards. 

This Edition has received numerous corrections, so as to adapt it to the present state of 
Surgery, and to the wants of the Student and Young Practitioner. It also serves as a text-book 
for the Lectures annually delivered by Mr. Cooper to his Surgical Class. 

COPLAND -DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE ; 

A Library of Patholo^, and a Digest of Medical Literature. Comprising— General Pathology : 
a Classification of Diseases according to Pathological Principles ; a Bibliography, with Re- 
ferences ; an Appendix of Formulae ; a Pathological Classification of Diseases, &c. By 
Jambs Copland, M.D. F.R.S., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, &c. &c. 8vo. 

Vols. I. and II. SOs. each, cloth. 

Parts I. to XL — Abdomen to Plbura (DisBasbs of). 

Parts I. to IV, 9s. each ; Parts V. to XL 4s. 6d. each. 

*»* Part Xil. will shortly be published.— To be completed in One more Volume. 
The Prbfacb, with a Pathological Classification of Diseases, &c. forming a Key to the 
Systematic Study of Practical Medicine, as well as an arranged Table of the Contepts of the 
Work, will accompany the last Part.. 

An Indbx of the Individual Topics comprised under the various Chapters and Sections of 
each article will also be given in tne last Part. 

** We feel it a great duty to record our opinion— that, as there is no medical practitioner in 
this country, old or young, high or low, who will not derive great pleasure and great profit 
by consulting Dr. Copland's Dictionary, so we think there is no one who should not add the 
work to his library. The information amassed in these volumes is literally enormous, and 
contemplated simply as an accumulation, it must excite astonishment as the production ol an 
individual ; but when it is further considered, that the whole of the materials have been most 
carefully selected from all existing sources, most patiently studied,valued, winnowed, digested, 
elaborated, and arranj^ed into compact and simple forms, easily accessible, and readily 
available in practice, it is not easy to point out, in the whole range of medical literature, any 
' work by a single hand so much calculated to excite admiration of the industry and talents 
of the author. On every article contained in the volumes, the reader cannot fail to be 
struck with the writer's most extensive learning, which has enabled him to collect knowledge 
from all authorities, ancient and modern, /oreign and domestic ; and he will, at the same 
time, be no less surprised than gratified at .the singular power which has arranged the whole 
so lucidly and in such systematic order.'*— British and Forbion Mbdical Review. 
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COOPER (SIR A. P.)-ON THE ANATOMY OF THE BREAST. 

By Sir A. P. CooPBB, Bart. F.R.S., &c. 4to. with 37 Flates,i«everal coloured, 63s. doth. 



CURLING.-A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES 

of the TESTIS, and of the Spermatic Ck>rd and Scrotum. By T. B. Coelino, Lecturer on 
Snrfi^ery, and Assistant^urffeon to the London Hospital. Surgfeon to the Jews' Ilospital, &c. 
Author of " A Treatise on Tetanus." 8yo. with Illustrations oy B$gg, 18s. cloth. 
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' The author has not only been happy in the selection of his subiect, as a treatise embracing 
within a moderate compass all the diseases of the testis, and of the scrotum, was very much 
wanting, but he has executed his undertaking: with praiseworthy industry and seal, aided by 
a sound practical judgment. In his book he has moreover thrown much new light on the 
nature and treatment of the disorders of the testicle, and produced a work on those diseases, 
not only superior to any yet published, but which, we imagine, is not likely to be soon super- 
seded by a better. The volume is elegantly printed, and the woodcuts, by Bagg, fire 
beautiful. "—British and Fobbion Mbdical Rbvibw. 



DONOVAN.-A TREATISE ON CHEMISTRY. 

By MicHABL Donovan, M.R.I.A. 4th Edition. Fcp. 8vo. Vignette Title, 6s, cloth. 

ELLIOTSON.-HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. 

With which is incorporatedmuchof the elementary part of the Institution esPhtsiolooic4B 
of J. F. Blumenbach, Professor in the University of GOttingen. By Joh n Elliotson, AI.D. 
Cantab. F.R.S. Fifth Edition. 8vo. with numerous Woodcuts, 4£'2. 2s. cloth. 

Separately, in Three Parts, as follows :— 

Part 1, General Physiology, and the Organic Functions. 6th Edition. 10s. 6d. 
** 2, The Animal Functions. 5th Edition. 14s. 

" 8. Human Generation; the Growth, Decay, and Varieties of Mankind: with an 
Appendix on Mesmerism. 17s. 

ESDAILE (DR. JAMES).-MESMERISM IN INDIA, 

and its practical Applications in Surgery and Medicine. By Jambs Esdailb, M.D. Civil 
Assistant Surgeon, H. E. I. C. S. Bengal. Fcp. 8vo. 68. 6d. cloth. 

*' Tliis is one of the most notable works that have yet appeared on the curious subject of 
Mesmerism. It is remarkable not only for the facts it contains, but for its Areedom from any 
thing like passion or advocacy. We will not inflict any of these narratives upon our readers, 
who, not having the advantage of being mesmerised, might many of them suffer from Dr. 
Esdaile's knife what his patients were spared. Those of them, however, who have a taste for 
such sanguinary reading, may be conscientiously recommended to procure the volume itself, 
not a page of which will they find tedious or uninteresting." — Examiner. 

" But, did we know nothing of the character and condition of the man, there would be 
enough in the book before us to bring conviction to our minds that Dr. Esdaile is neitho* a 
dupe or a cheat, but one who records, and that without any of the zeal of the enthusiast, or 
the eagerness of the advocate striving to establish a point, his own genuine experiences. Dr. 
Esdaile's, though the most candid and calm, is the most startling work on Mesmerism which 
has yet made its appearance.*'— Atlas. 



FERGUSSON (DR. WILLIAM). -NOTES AND RECOLLEC- 

TIONS of a PROFESSIONAL LIFE. By the late William Ferousson, Esq. M.D. In- 
spector-General of Military Hospitals, and late of Windsor. Edited by his Bon, James 
Fiergusson. 8vo. 7s. 6d. cloth. 

" We would recommend the perusal of the work to every army medical officer who feels 
really interested in the soldier, and takes a pride in the service to which he belongs, as the 
production of an able and intelligent officer, and containing many excellent observations on 
subjects connected with the health of troops ; it has also the advantage of being written in an 
amusing and very readable style." — British and Foreign Medical Review. 

'* Philanthropy, sound argument, and acute practical judgment, are the leading characte- 
ristics of this well-digested and informing book; which, to the medical officer, and, we may 
add, in many instances, to the civU practitioner also, cannot fail to prove both interesting and 
useful. Dr. Fergusson's experience, as one of the most efficient, skilftil, and popular medical 
officers in the army, resulting from a long period of active service on the Continent of Europe 
and in the Tropics, has been turned to good account in this volume." 

United Service Gazbttb. 

FIELD -POSTHUMOUS EXTRACTS FROM THE VETERI- 
NARY RECORDS of the late JOHN FIELD, Edited by his Brother, William Field, 
Veterinary Surgeon, London. 8vo. 8s. boards. 
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GRATES -A NEW SYSTEM OF CLINICAL MEDICINE. 

By R. J. Graves, M.D. M.R.I.A. one of the Physicians to the Sheath Hospitia andCk>unty of 
Dublin Infirmary ; formerly Ftofessor of the Institutes of Medicine, Honorary Correspondinff 
Member of the Koyal Medical Society of Berlin, the Imperial Medical Society of Vienna, and 
of the Medico-Chirurgical Societies of Hambiugh, TtLbingen, Bruges, Montreal, &c. &c. 8vo. 
188. cloth. 

GKEAM. - REMARKS ON THE DIET OE CHILDREN, 

and on the Distinctions between the Digestive Powers of the InAmt and the Adult. By 
George T. Grea.m, One of the principal Medical Officers of the Queea Charlotte^s Lying-in 
Hospital, late Lecturer on Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children, &c. &c. 
Fm Svo. 6s. cloth. 

^' A sensible and useful little volume, the result of much experience and dil^nt observa- 
tion, from the earliest period of childhood till the digestive powers are fully developed in th« 
adult."— Literary Gazette. 

'* A plain and sensible treatise on the diet and management of children, from the birth till 
* teethmg' is over, with some suggestions fbr the hygienic conduct. of the mother. It pos- 
sesses little that is new, nor much of that independent cast which arises firom actual observa- 
tion ; but it is adapted to the end which the author seems to have proposed to himself —that 
of furnishing a manual for mothers. The most original part of the book is deduced firom the 
author's experience at Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital. Contrary to the general opinion, 
Mr. Oream does not think that the diet or comfort of the mother daring pregnancy, lias 
much to do with the health of the progeny; that depends entirely upon h«: strength of con- 
stitution, and is little affected by accidental debility. No feeding will make a delicate mother 
produce a very robust child, nor will temi)orary want injure the strength of an in&nt^ if the 
mother's constitution is not permanently impaired, though her health may suffer. He also 
demurs to the opinion of Quetelet, that there are many more still-born illegitimate than 
legitimate children. The records of Queen Charlotte's Hospital give only a difference of 
one or two out of any five hundred that may be taken."— Spectator. 

HENSLOW-THE PRINCIPLES OF DESCRIPTIVE AND 

PHYSIOLOGICAL BOTANY. By J. S. Hens^ow, M.A, F.L.S. &c, Fcp. Svo, with Vig- 
nette Title, and nearly 70 Woodcuts, 6s. cloth. 

HOLLAND-MEDICAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONS. 

By Henry Holiand, M.D. F.R.S. &c., Physician Extraordinary to the Queen, and Physician 
in Ordinary to H.R.H. Prince Albert. 2d Edition. Svo. 18s. cloth. 

CoNTENTS.~On Hereditary Disease— On Bleeding in Affections of the Brain— On the 
Abuse of Purgatives— On points where a Patient may judge for himself— On Gout, and the 
use of Colchicum— On the Epid^nic Influenza— On Insanity, Intoxication, &c.— Chi Mercurial 
Medicines— On the Medical Treatment of Old Age--Oa Diet, and Disorden of Digestion— The 
Influence of Weather in relation to Disease, &c. 

HOOPER -LEXICON MEDICUM : 

A MEDICAL DICTIONARY; containing an Explanation of the Terms in 



Materia Medica, 

Midwifery, 

Pharmacy, 
And the various branches of Natural Philosophy connected with Medicine t compiled from 
the best Authors. By the late Dr. Hooper. 7ttk Edition, revised and enlarged^ by Klein 
Grant, M.D. &c. Lecturer on Therapeutics. Svo. 30s. cloth. 



Anatomy, 

Botany, 

Chemistry, 



Physiology, 
Practice of Physic, 
Surg^ery, 
Mi with M€ 



HOOKER -THE BRITISH FLORA, 

In Two Vols. Vol. 1 ; comprising Phaenogamous or Flowering Plants, and the Ferns. By 
Sir William Jackson HookbR, K.H. LL.D. F.R.A. and L.S. &c. &c. &c. 5th Edition, 
with Additions and Corrections, and 173 Figures illustrative of the Umbelliferous Plants, the 
Composite Plants, the Grasses, and the Ferns. Svo. with 12 plates, 14s. plain, ; with the 
plates coloured, ^l . 4s, cloth. 
Vol. 2, in Two Parts, comprising the Cryptonmia and Fangi, completing the British Flora 
and forming Vol. 5, Parts 1 and 2, of Smith's English Flora, ^1. 48. boards. 

HUGHES (DR. H. M.)-A CLINICAL INTRODUCTION TO 

THE PRACTICE OF AIJSCULTATION, and other Modes of Physical Diagnosis; intended 
to simplify the Study of the Diseases of the Lungs and Heart. By H. M. Hughes, M.D. 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Assistant-Physician to Guy*s Hospital, &c. 
Fcp. Svo. 6s. cloth. 

** No one who peruses with candour the volume before us can fail to admit that it is the pro- 
duction of a physician who is practically acquainted with auscultation and percussion .... Dr. 
Hughes has produced a useful work."— Edinburgh Monthly Journal. 

"Comparing the work with others of English origin, it must be admitted to be the best 
elementary exposition of the signs and causes of the signs of thoracic disease, and of the mode 

in which a knowledge of them is to be obtained For the banner, especially for one whose 

opportunities of oral instruction are imperfect. Dr. Hughes's work appears to us peculiarly 
adapted."— American Journal of Medical Science. 
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HUMBOLDT (BARON VON).-COSMOS. 

A Sketch of s Physical Description of the Universe. By the Baron Yon Humboldt. Trans- 
lated, with the Author's sanction and co-operation, under the superintendence of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Edward Sabine, R.A. For. Sec. R.S. Vol. I. New Edition. Post 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

[Vol. //. nearly readp. 
** The present translation was undertaken in compliance with the author's wish, and is ably 
executed, reading^ like an orig^inal work."— Sfbctator. 

** In foilowin|f the author throiig^h these extensile surveys, we are equally surprised at the 
ftalness and minuteness of his knowledg^e, and the masterly clearness with which his facts 
are arranged. Indeed, Catmot is a work of art almost as much as of philosophy ; and we 
know not where to point oat its fellow as a composition."— Spbctator. 

HUME. -THE LEARNED SOCIETIES AND PRINTING 

CLUBS of the UNITED KINGDOM : being an Account of their respective Origin, History, 
Objects, and Constitution : lull details respecting Membership, Fees, their published Works 
and Transactions, Notices of their Perioas and Places of Meeting, &c. With a g^eneral 
Introduction, and a Classified Index. Compiled fh>m Official Documents. By the Rev. A. 
Hume, LL.d. F.S.A., Corresponding Member of the Society of Antiquaries, Scotland; 
Member of the Philological Society, «c. Post 8vo. 8s. 6d. clotn. 

** This is a most useful volume. In looking at its contents we caiinot help feeling that such 
a work has been long wanted. The object of the author has been to give a concise account 
of the origin, history, objects, and constitution of the numerous learned societies of the 
United Kingdom. We are mucn mistaken, if tbere are not many who are entirely ignorant of 
the history and constitution of the societies of which they are members. To all such, and to 
those who take an interest in the progress of scientific unions, Dr^ Home'ft work will be 
most welcome.'*— Medical Gazette.. 

HUNT-RESEARCHES ON LIGHT: 

An Examination of all the known Phenomena connected with the Chemical Influence of the 
Solar Rays ; embracing all the published Photographic Processes, and many new Discoveries 
in the Art, &c. By R. Hunt, Keeper of Mining Records, Museum of Economic Geology. 
8vo. with Plate and Woodcuts, 10s. 6d. cloth. 

KNOWLSON.-THE YORKSHIRE CATTLE DOCTOR AND 

FARRIER : a Treatise on the Diseases of Homed Cattle, Calves, and Horsesy written in plain 
language, which those who can read may easily understand. The whole being the result of 
70 years' extensive practice of the Author, John C. Knowlson. New Edition, revised, cor- 
rected, and enlaiged. Many of the Recipes in this book are worth 10 g^neas each, and the 
whole are new to the world. 8vo. boards, 7s. 



LANE (RICHARD J.)-LIFE AT THE WATER CURE; OR, A 

MONTH at MALVERN : a Diary of Facts and Fallacies. To which is added, the Sequel. 
By Richard J. Lane, A.R.A., Lithographer in Ordinary to Her Majesty and H.R.H. Prmce 
Albert. Post 8vo. with numerous Illustrations, 148. cloth. 

" ' Life at the Water-Cure' consists of Mr. Lane's ^cperiences, observations, and outpourings 
during his month at Malvern, mingled with sketches of the company and doings (tf the place. 
With many, perhaps with most men, such a book would have been insufferably tedious, or 
offensive from its flimsiness, levity, pertness, or artifice. None of these fetibngs are felt in 
Mr. Lane's * Life at the Water Cure'; every thing is so obviously natural, and full of good feel- 
ing and animal spirits. Mr. Lane must have been the very kind of patient that any medical 
man would have chosen for an experiment, where it was sought by change of air, ^nd tbe sti- 
mulus of novelties, to tone a relaxed system, renovate shattered nerves, and give a fillip to 
the constitutional springs, whatever and wherever they may be. With hi& cheerfulness, his 
bonhommie, his disposition to be pleased with every thin}( and every body, his eye for natu- 
ral beauties, his facility in depicting to the eye the various operations of tbe Cold Water 
House, and such incidents or effects as struck him durinfj^ the morning walks, he must have 
been as great an acquisition to the patients as to the physician. Even the distant reader can- 
not altogether resist the heartiness which imparts a freshness and charm to the manner of 
the book."— Spectator. 

LARDNER'S CABINET CYCLOP JIDIA ; ■ 

Comprising a Series of Original Works on History, Biography, Literature, the Sciences, Arts, 
and Manufactures. Conducted and edited by Dr. Lardner. 

The Series, complete, in One Hundred and Thirty-three Volumes, .^39. 18s. 
The works, separately, 6s. per volume. 

LARDNER & WALKER.-A TREATISE ON ELECTRICITY, 

MAGNETISM, and METEOROLOGY. By D. Lardneb, LL.D. F.R.S., and C. V. Walker, 
Secretary of the Electrical Society. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. 12s. cloth. 



PUBLISHED BY MESSRS. LONGMAN, BROWN, AND CO. 



LATHAM.-ON DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

Lectures on Subjects connected with Clinical Medicine ; comprising^ Diseases of the Heart. 
By P. M. Latham, M.D. Physician Extraordinary to the Queen; and late Physician to St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital. 2 vols. 12mo. 168. cloth. 

" We i^ladly seize this opportunity of expressing: our cordial approbation of these Clinical 
Lectures, we know of no work where the reader will find so clear and easily-intelligible a 
view of a difficult practical subject — the Diagnosis of Diseases of the Heart, as in Dr. 
Latham's two volumes. His in^impersed remarks, too, on many questions of general patho- 
logy, stamp him as oneof the most enlightened writers of the day." 

Mbdico-Chirurgical Reyibw. 

*' The second series of these Lectures amply sustains the reputation of the first; and to set 
down our general opinion of their merit would be but to repeat the strong eulogia with which 
we conveyed our impression of the signal excellence of the former volume. The volumes aro 
well entitled to the name of classical; and they will, we doubt not, take a place among the 
very small number of medical books that will be prized and read by men of other generations.*' 

British and Foreign Medical Review. 

LATCOCK.-A TREATISE ON THE NERVOUS DISEASES OF 

WOMEN : comprising an Inquiry into the Nature, Causes, and Treatment of Spinal and 
Hysterical Disorders. By Thomas Laycock, M.D. Member of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London. 8vo. lOs. fid. cloth. 



LEE.-LECTURES ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 

MIDWIFERY, delivered in the Theatre of St. George's Hosp. By Robert Lee, M.D. F.R.S. 
Fellow of the Royal Coll. of Physicians, Physician to the Brit. Lying-in Hosp., and Lecturer 
on Midwifery at St. Geoi^e's Hosp. 8vo. with nearly 70 Wood Engravings, 15s. cloth. 

" A truly practical work, containing not only the author's opinions on the dijOTerent sub- 

iects connected with midwifery, but the results of his experience, founded on an accurate 
Euowledgfe of medical science, great industry and perseverance, and extensive opportunities 
of practfce in the art of delivery at the British Lying-in Hospital. It forms a most excellent 
book of instructions, and will be found useftd for the student, and also for the general prac- 
titioner, who will ODtain from it the best kind of information on the various and indeed adl 
points of material difficulty and of less frequent oo:Brrence."— Lancet. 

LEVER -PRACTICAL TREATISE ON ORGANIC DISEASES 

of the UTERUS : being the Prize Essay to which the Medical Society of London awarded the 
Fothergillian Gold Medal for 1843. By John C W. Lever, M.D. Member of the Royal 
College of Physicians, London, Assistant- Accoucheur at Guy's Hospital, &c. 8vo. 9s. clotn. 

" Dr. Lever is one of those physicians who have a right to address the medical public. He 
has not written before he has seen, but, on the contrary, he has seen before he has written. 
The result is a sound, practical work ; not an analysis of other people's opinions, but founded 
on the author's own personal experience ; and, as such, well deserving our serious considera- 
tion. We may safely pronounce his treatise one of the most practical and usefnl that have 
yet been pnbhshed in our country ; one which will undoubtedly tend to promote the study 
of uterine pathology."— Lancet. 

LINDLEY.-AN INTRODUCTION TO BOTANY. 

8d Edit, with Corrections and considerable Additions. By Dr. John Lindlby, F.R.S. L.S. &c. 
8vo. with numerous Plates and Woodcuts, IBs. cloth. 

The Author has followed very nearly the method recommended by De CandoUe. He has 
adopted four great divisions, under the respective heads of Organography, Vegetable Phy- 
siology, Glossology, and Phytography. The present edition has received a great accession of 
new matter, especially in what relates to Vegetable Anatomy and Physiology. 

LINDLEY— FLORA MEDICA : 

A Botanical Account of all the most remarkable Plants used in Medicine. By John 
Lindlby, Ph. D. F.R.S. L.S. &c. Professor of Botany in the London University College, &c. 
8vo. 18s. cloth. 

Few persons engaged in teaching Medical Botany have not experienced great inconvenience 

from the want of some work in which correct systematical descriptions of medicinal plants 

might be found, and cheap enoue h to be used as a class-book. The necessity that Students 

- should have access to a botanical account of this nature became so urgent as to induce the 

appearance of the above volume. 

LINDLEY.-A SYNOPSIS OF THE BRITISH FLORA, 

Arranged according to the Natural Orders : containing Vasculares, or Flowering -Plants. 
3d Edition, with numerous Additions, Corrections, and Improvements. By John Lindlby, 
Ph.D. F.R.S. L.S. &c. Fcp. 8vo. 10s. fid. cloth. 
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LISTON— THE ELEMENTS OF SURGERY. 

By RoBBRT LisTON, Sttiveon to the North London Hospital. New Edition, tlmost entirely 
re-written. 8vo. with 3 Plates and upwards of 160 Woodcuts, 258. cloth. 

The ffeneral principles which oug^ht to g^ide the practitioner in the management of consti- 
tutionu disturbance are here laid down. The desoriptioiks of particttlar diseases have been 
lisithfiilly sketched firom nature. 

LONDON MEDICAL GAZETTE, (THE) 

Or, JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE. A new Series, under new Editors. In 
Weekly Numbers, demy 8vo. printed in double columns, 8d.: or 9d. stamped for transmission 
by post ; also in Monthly Parts, 2s. 8d. or 3s. id. each. [PublUked every Fridaig Morning, 

%* Subscription to the Stamped Edition, jBI, 19s. |^ annum, or 96. 9d. per quarter, payable in 
advance. Orders for the Stamped Edition received by all Newsvenders. 

LOUDON -AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PLANTS. 

Comprising^ the Description, Specific Character, Culture, Historv. Application in the Arts, and 
every other desirable particular, respectinr aU the Plants Inaifenous to. Cultivated in, or 
Introduced into, Britain. Edited by J. C. Loudon, F.L.S. H.S. &c. : the Specific Characters 
by Prof. Lindlby; the Drawinj^s by J. D. C. Sowbrby. F.L.S.; and the Engpravinn by 
R. Branston. New Edition, corrected, 8vo. with upwards of 10,000 Engravings on Woo<i^ 
73s. 6d. cloth. 

MACKENZIE.-PRACTICAL TREATISE ON DISEASES OF 

the EYE. By W. Mackbnzib, M.D. Surgfeon Oculist to the Queen for Scotland, &c. 8d 
Edition, corrected and enlarged, with an Introduction, explanatory of a Horizontal Section 
of the Eye, by T. Wharton Jones, Surgeon ; and an Appendix on the Curb of Stra- 
bismus, by Surgical Operation {which may he had eeparateiy, Is. sewed). 8vo. with 
a Plate, and above 100 Woodcuts, 25s. cloth. 

"The methods of treatment are in every case judicious, and appear to be foundied rather on 
practice than on theory— rather on his own experience than on the reports of others. We can 
most strongly recommend the work."— Lancet. 

MATTEUCCI. -LECTURES ON THE PHYSICAL PHJINO- 

MENA OF LIVING BEINGS. By Signor Carlo Matteucci, Professor in the University 
of Pisa. Translated under the superintendence of Jon. Pbrbira, M.D. F.R.S., Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Royal Medical and Chirui^cal Society. 12mo. 

MAYO (DR. THOMAS).-CLINICAL FACTS AND REFLEC- 

TIONS ; also, Remarks on the Impnnity of Murder in some Cases of Presumed Insanity. 
By Thomas Mayo, M.D. F.R.S., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, and late Fellow 
of Oriel College, Oxford. 8vo. 8s. cloth. 

''The greater part of these papers have already appeared in the ' Medical Gasette,* and are 
therefore not of a novel character ; but the members of the profession will thankfully receive 
them in their collected form, as the productions of an experienced physician, a man of 
science, and a scholar."— British and Foreign Medical Review, 

MILES (WILLIAM, ESQ.)-THE HORSE'S FOOT, AND HOW 

TO KEEP IT SOUND. By W. Miles, Esq. 5th Edition ; with an Appendix on Shoeing in 
general, and Hunters in particular. Imperial 8vo. with Illustrations, 9«. cloth. 

%* Four Casts of the Horse's Foot may be had, displaying the difi^rent kinds of Shoeing, 
price 3s. each ; or lOs. 6d. the Set. 

No. 1, Shod for General Purposes. I No. 3, Shod with Leather. 
„ 2, Shod for Hunting. | - „ 4, Foot prepared for Shoeing. 

" Mr. Miles has treated his very important topic with great research and labour, and displays 
much natural sagacity, and that perfect mastery of details which only practical experience 
can teach. He nas besides illustrated his lessons with a number of drawings on stone. To 
all who have the care of horses this volume will be a valuable acquisition, because it is a 
perfectly practical and intelligible informant." 

Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 

MOORE -THE POWER OF THE SOUL OVER THE BODY, 

Considered in relation to Health and Morals. By George Moore, M.D. Member of the 
Royal College or Physicians, London, &:c. New Edition. Post 8vo. 7s. 6d. cloth. 

"A most interesting work."— Medical Gazette. 

** Pleasiuff, earnest, eloquent."- Lancet. 

"A valuable work, and its literary merits are great." — Critic. 

" Read the book, and judge for yourself."— Athbnaum. 
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MOORE.— THE USE OF THE BODY IN RELATION TO THE 

MIND. By Georgb Moorb, M.D. Member of the Royal CoUere of Physicians, London, &c. i 
Author of " The Power of the Soul over the Body.»» New Edition. Post 8vo. 9s. cloth. 

** The whole work is marked by pure benevolence and sincere piety, as well as by learning^, 
saracity, and eloquence. It is a valuable addition to our stock of Cnristian philosophy— the 
author's conclusions being all drawn from authenticated facts, and illustrated by a g^reat 
number of curious cases and anecdotes. No author has more ably traced the connexion 
between mind and body, or has more finely and conclusively established the relation between 
man and his Creator."— Britannia. 



'* Dr. Moore's volume will be sure to command a larre circulation— not alone fhmi the 
interest of the subject, but from the popular manner of tne composition, and the abundance 
of information with which the pages are filled. It is precisely the sort of publication for the 
Book Qub and the Mechanics^ Institution. It will be a favourite with families. It will not 
only be bought, but read. Such a book must be of signal service, and deserves a hearty 



welcome from all who have at heart the moral and physical welfare of the world."— Critic. ' 

MORTON.-A VETERINARY TOXICOLOGICAL CHART ; 

containing those Agents which are known to cause Death in the Horse : with the Symptoms, 
Antidotes, Action on the Tissues, and Tests. By W. J. T. Morton, liecturer on veterinary 
Surgery, &c. 3s. 6d. sheet; 6s. case ; 8s. 6d. rollers. 

MORTON -A MANUAL OF PHARMACY FOR THE STUDENT 

of VETERINARY MEDICINE: containing the Substances employed at the Royal Veterinary 
Coll., with an Attempt at their Classification, &c. By Mr. Morton. 8d Edit. lamo. IQs. cloth. 

NELIGAN.-MEDICINES, 

Their Uses and Mode of Administration ; including a Complete Conspectus of the Three 
British Pharmacopceias, an Account of all the New Remedies, and an Appendix of Formulse. 
By J. Moorb Nelioan, M.D. ; Physician to the Jervis Street Hospital, Dublin; and Lec^ 
turer on Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the Dublin School of Mecucine. 8vo. 12s. 6d. cloth. 

"Dr. Neligan is fully competent to write ably on any medical subject to which he directs 
his attention -, and is evidently a man of highly cultivated mind, of liberal and most enlightened 
views, and withal a sound practical physician. His work on medicines is a very valuable and 
accurate compilation."— Mboico-Chirurqical Rbview. 



ORMEROD (W. P.)-CLINICAL COLLECTIONS AND OBSER- 

VATIONS in SURGERY, made during an attendance on the Surgical Practice of St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital. r~~'" '■ " 
England, and late House 



tholomew's Hospital. By W. P. Ormbbod, Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of 

e-Surgeon at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 8vo. lOs. 6d. doth. 



" This volume may be not improperly characterised as the practice of surgery, and the treat- 
ment of diseases consequent on accidents and operations on the constitutions of Londoners, 
and in the atmosphere of London. To those who do not know much of these diseases and 
i^juriesj and their peculiar effect on the London constitution, this book will be both new and 
interesting. To those who do know them, it will be agreeable to see traced by a faithful 
pencil, delineations of scenery which must have been neither unfrequent nor uninstructive. 
* Hsec quoque meminisse juvabit.' We believe we have said enough to shew that Mr. Orme- 
rod's volume contains matter which will make it an instructive book to all surncal readers. 
They will find in it much practical information, which deserves not one jperusalbut several; 
and they will find facts which will awaken many useful and profitable reflections." 

Edinburgh Mbdical and Surgical Journal. 

OWEN-LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY 

I and PHYSIOLOGY of the VERTEBRATE ANIMALS, delivered at the Royal College of 

Surgeons in 1844 and 1846. By Richard Owbn, F.R.S. Hunterian Professor to the CoUege. 
In 2 vols. Vol. I. 8vo. with numerous Woodcuts, 14s. cloth. [Vol, II, ii t'n tkeprus* 

*' The second volume of this important work may be considerrd as by far the most import- 
ant of the series, as it enunciates the new and proround views of its distinguished author on 
some of the highest and most abstruse theories of transcendental anatomy. . . . We have no 
hesitation in sayinfc, that the whole of this chapter, or at least that part of it to which we are 
now referring, exhibits such a combination of acute reasoning, of close observation, and of 
appropriate and eloquent diction, as is rarely to be met with within the range of scientific 




to be wanting to render it a perfect example of scientific discussion." 

Mbdico-Chirurqical Rbvibw. 
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OWEN-LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE' ANATOMY 

and PHYSIOLOGY of the INVERTEBRATE ANIMALS, delivered at the Royal Ck>Um of 
Surgeons in 1843. By Richard Owen, F.R.S. Hunterian Professor to the Colleg^e. From 
Notes taken by William Whitb Coofer, M.R.C.S. and revised by Professor Owen. With 
Glossary and Index. 8vo. with nearly 140 Wood Enjj^ravings^ 14s. cloth. 

PARKES (E. 'A.)-REMARKS ON THE DYSENTERY AND 

HEPATITIS of INDIA. By E. A. Parkes, M.B. late Assistant-Sorii^n, H.M. 84th Ref^t. 
8vo. 98. doth. 

" It is lonf? since we have met with anywoMc of research published by a military surgeon 
which has satisfied us more than this. Dr. Peirkes's remarks are evidently the results of 
actual and accurate observation, commenced with no small amount of sound knowledge, and 
conducted in the right direction. The facts which have resulted from his inquiry are 
highly interesting ; they bear upon those parts of the history of hepatitis and ovsentery 
which require elucidation, and they are stated with great method and clearness.*'— Medical 
Gazette. 

PERCIVALL.-THE ANATOMY OF THE HORSE; 

Embracing the Structure of the Foot. By William Percivall, M.R.C.S. Veterinary 
Surgeon 1st Life Guards. 8vo. 20s. cloth. 

In this volume the Veterinary Lectures of the Author have been ft-eely referred to ; but the 
old matter has undergone mach revision and emendation, and has been altogether fresh cast, 
and arranged in a systematic form. 

PERCIVALL.-HIPP0PATH0L06Y. . 

A Systematic Treatise on the Disorders and Lamenesses of the Horse, with their most 
approved methods of Cure. 8vo. Woodcuts, Vol. I. lOs. 6d. ; Vols. II. and III. 14s. each, bds. 

This work consists of 3 Volumes, which, though connected as a whole, may be consulted 
as distinct treatises. Vol. I. External Diseases ; Vol. II. Internal ; Vol. III. Lameness. 

PEREIRA.-ELEMENTS OF MATERIA MEDICA AND THE- 

RAPEUTICS ; comprehending the Natural History, Preparation, Properties, Composition, 
EflTects, and Uses of Medicines. By Jon. Pereira, M.D. F.R.S. Assistant Physician to the 
London Hospital, &c. Part I. contains the General Action and Classification of 
Medicines, and the Mineral Materia Medica. Part II.— The Vegetable and Animal 
Kingdoms, with a vast number of Woodcuts, including Diagrams explanatory of the Pro- 
cesses of the Pharmacopoeias, a Tabular View of the History of the Materia Mecuca, from the 
earliest times to the present day, and a very copious Index. New Edition, thoroughly revised 
and enlarged. [/» the Press. 

PEREIRA.-A TREATISE ON FOOD AND DIET. 

With Observations on ttm Dietetical Regimen suited for Disordered States of the Digestive 
Organs : and an Account of the Dietaries of some of the principal Metropolitan and other 
Establishments, for Paupers, Lunatics, Criminals, Children, the Sick, &c. By Jon. Pereira, 
M.D. F.R.S. & L.S. &c. ; Author of " Elements of Materia Medica." 8vo. 16s. cloth. 

" The work of Dr. Pereira is not only an excellent text-book to be placed in the hands of 
students, but one absolutely necessary for the use of every practitioner at the present moment, 
whether he has kept pace or not with oi^anic chemistry in its recent rapid progression; it is 
calculated, by enabling the regular practitioner to found his directions for met on a scientific 
basis, to prevent the abuse of the public mind by the empirical and frequently pernicious or 
ridiculous precepts of homoeopathists, hydropathists, and charlatans." 

British>nd Foreign Medical Review . 

PESCHEL.-THE ELEMENTS OF PHYSICS. 

By C. F. Peschel, Principal of the Royal Military College, Dresden. Translated fh>m the 
German, with Notes, by E. West. 3 vols. fcp. 8vo. with Woodcuts and Diagrams, 21s. cloth. 

{Part 1. The Physics of Ponderable Bodies. Fcp. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 
Part 2. Imponaerable Bodies— Light, Heat, Magnetism, Electricityi and Electro- 
Uynamics. 2 vols. fcp. 8vo. ISs. 6d. 

" We trust the day is not far distant, when every medical student, who aims at taking a re- 
spectable stand in his profession, shall nave made himself fully master of PeschePs ' Elements 
of Physics,' even if he proceed no ftirther. The first volume, containing the physics of pon- 
derable bodies, has been most favourably received by those best qualifie(fto form a judgment 
of it ; and has, we believe, been introduced into several of oar leading academies. It would, 
therefore, be superfluous in us to ofler any opinion of our own upon its merits. But we may 
state that a careful examination of the other two volumes, which have recently appeared, has 
satisfied us that their merit is equal, if not superior, to that of the first ; and that the whole 
book may be most safely recommended to those who desire to obtain something more than an 
elementat-y knowledge of physical science."— British and Foreign Medical Review. 
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REES (DR. G. OWEN.)-ON THE ANALYSIS OF THE BLOOD 

AND URINE, AND ON THE TREATMENT OF URINARY DISEASES. By G.Owkn Rbbs, 
M.D. F.R.S. Fellow of the Royal Ck)1Iee:e of Physicians, Principal Medical Officer to the 
Pentonville Prison, and Assistant-Physician to Guy's HospiUl. 2d Edition. 8vo. with Plutes, 
7».6d. cloth. 

"A precise and accurate treatise on the chemical history of the blood and the urine in 
health and disease, and an useful and judicious ruide in explainiuji^ the best methods of 
conducting the analysis of these two important fluids. The second edition is very greatly 
improved ; and the work, in its present form, may be regarded as a valuable text-book to the 
student of chemical pathology, whether beginning or advanced ; and as such we recommend 
it to the professional reader."— Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 

REID (DR.)-ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRINCIPLES AND 

PRACTICE of WARMING and VENTILATING, with Preliminary Remarks on Health and 
Length of Life. By D. B. Rbid, M.D. F.R.S.E. 8vo. with Diagrams, and 320 Engravings 
on Wood, 168. 

" Dr. Reid has in this treatise most elaborately investigated the theory and practice of 
ventilation in all its beanng^s, and accumulated such a mass of information as to render ic by 
far the most interesting and valuable work on the subject that has yet been published. ■■ We 
most cordially recommend it to our readers. They will derive both knowledge and entertain- 
ment fit)m it ; and, moreover, will learn how to protect themselves and their patients from 
one of the most powerful and most insidious causes of disease."— Lancet. 

SEYMOUR (DR. EDWARD) —THOUGHTS ON THE NATURE 

and TREATMENT of several SEVERE DISEASES of the HUMAN BODY; including— 1. 
Diseases of the Stomach.— 2. Gout.— 3. Melancholy (Mental Derangement).— 4. Epilepsy. — 
5. Neuralgic AflTections- Brow Ague, Sciatica, &c. By Edward J. Seymour, M.D. F.R.S. 
late Senior Physician to St. George's Hospital. In 2 vols. Vol I. 8vo. 10s. cloth. 

" The present volume contains much that is instructive."- Lancet. ^ 

** At the present time, when pathologv is in the ascendant, and forms the subject of about 
nine-tenths of the majority of new medical works, it is really quite refreshing to meet with 
a book which is principally devoted to the art of mitigating pain and prolonging life." 

Medical Gazette. 

" The volume before us abounds in those useful hints and reflections which are alone the 
suggestions of vast clinical opportunities. Dr. Seymour has long enjoyed ample scope for 
the exercise of his skill and judgment as a physician ; and we are happy to see that he has 
devoted himself to the task of giving, with no sparine hand, his copious gleanings to those of 
his professional brethren who have been less favoured in their calling."— Medical Times. 

** Dr. Seymour brings hu mind to the consideration of every case, and endeavours, as far 
as it is possible to do so, to determine its special and individual character, instead of assuming 
that it belongs to any particular form of disease from the manifestation of certain symp- 
toms. We need not add that one consequence of this is, that he frequently detects the exist- 
ence of a formidable malady, when a very clever practitioner would pronounce off-hand that 
the patient was suffering from a totally dijBTerent complaint. This valuable quality of Dr. 
Seymour's mind is strikmgly displayed in his observations upon diseases of the stomach ; 
and the accuracy of his judgment is remarkably corroborated Iw post-mortem examinations." 

'-'^ John Bull. 

SMITH.-AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF BOTANY. 

By Sir J. E. Smith, late President of the Linnaean Society. 7th Edition, corrected, in which 
the object of Smith's " Grammar of Botany" is combined with that of the " Introduction." 
By Sir W, J. Hooker, K.H. LL.D. &c. 8vo. with 36 Plates, 168. ; with the plates coloured, 
df2, 12s. 6d. cloth. 



SMITH- COMPENDIUM OF THE ENGLISH FLORA. 

By Sir J. B. Smith. 2d Edition, with Additions and Corrections, by Sir W. J. Hooker. 
12mo. 78. 6d. cloth. 
f HE SAME IN LATIN. 6th Edition. 12mo. 78. 6d. cloth. 

SMITH.-THE ENGLISH FLORA. 

By Sir J. E. Smith, M.D. F.R.S. late President of the Linncan Society. 6 vols. 8yo. j^S, 128. 
bourds. 

SOLLY (SAMUED.-THE HUMAN BRAIN: ITS STRUC- 

TORE, PHYSIOLOGY, and DISEASES ; with a description of the Typical Forms of Brain 
in the Animal Kingdom. By Samuel Solly, F.R.S. Senior Assist.-Surs'eon to St. Thomases 
Hospital, and Lecturer on Clinical Surgery ; Senior Surgeon to the Aldersgate Dispensary. 
2d Edition, greatly enlarged. 8vo. with numerous Wooa Engravings, 21s. clothe 
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TAMPLIN (MR. R. ¥.)-LECTTJRES ON THE NATURE AND 

TREATMENT OF DEFORMITIES, delivered at the Royal Orthopedic Hospital, Bloomsbury 
Square. By R. W. Tam plin, F.R.C.S.E. Sugeon to the Hospital. Fcp. 8yo. with Wood 
Eng^raying^ 7b. 6d. cloth. 




TEALE (T. P. ESQ.) -A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON 

ABDOMINAL HERNIA. Bv Thomas Pridgin Tbale, FL.S. Fellow of the Royal CoUegre 
of Sarg^ns, and Surgeon to the Leeds G^ieral Infirmary. 8vo. with numerous Illustrations, 
158. cloth, 

** We must beg the indulgence of our readers for not having earlier noticed this important 
and excellent work. We have followed Mr. Teale through his treatise, which, as its title sets 
forth, is essentially {Mractical-— practical, too, in the best sense, as based upon scientific prin- 
ciples. It contains sixty well-devised and well-executed woodcuts. It comes from a provin- 
cial hospital'Surgeon, in a town where surgery has always stood high, and it is sufficiently 
sound and good to assert the abilities of provincial surgeons, and to maintain the reputation 
of a successor of Hey.'*— Lancet. 

THOMSON (DR. R. D.)-EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCHES 

on the FOOD of ANIMALS and the FATTENING of CATTLE ; with Remarks on the 
Food of Man. By Robert Dundas Thomson, M.D. of the University of Glasgow. Fcp. 
8vo. 5s. cloth. 

" In this little work we have a very explicit and intelligible account of a \orkfi series of expe- 
riments made at the instance of the Government, together with some general principles of 
great practical importance deduced from them by the author."— Spectator. 

" We would direct the attention of our readers to this little work, not merely as it contains 
a full report of the experiments already referred to in our pages, which its author undiertook 
on malt, barley, and other substances, as food for cattle, but also as it contains a general 
view of the suojects of food and digestion, which it is of the greatest importance for farmers 
to be acquainted with."— Gardeners' Chronicle. 

THOMSON.-CONSPECTUS OF THE PHARMACOP(EIAS. 

By Dr. Anthony Todd Thomson, F.L.S. &c. 15th Edition, thoroughly revised and greatly 
improved ; containing the alterations and additions of the last London Pharmacopoeia and 
the New French and American Remedies. 18mo. 58. 6d. cloth ; or, with roan tuck, as a pocket* 
book. 6s. 6d. 

THOMSON.-THE LONDON DISPENSATORY : 

Containing Translations of the Pharmacopoeias of London, Edinburgh, and Dublin ; the 
Elements of Pharmacy \ the Botanical Description, Natural History, and Analysis of the 
Substances of the Materia Medica, &c. &c : with a copious Index of Synonyms. Forming a 
Practical ^nopsis of Materia Medica, Pharmacy, and Therapeutics : with Tables and Wood- 
cuts. By Anthony Todd Thomson, M.D. F.L.S. Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 
Professor of Materia Medica, &c. in University College, London. iOth Edition, correctea 
throughout, and materially improved. 8vo. 21s. 

THOMSON. -ELEMENTS OF MATERIA MEDICA AND 

THERAPEUTICS ; including the Recent discoveries and Analysis of Medicines. By Dr. 
Anthony Todd Thomson, F.L.S. &c. &c. 3d Edition, enlarged and improved. 1 very thick 
vol. 8vo. with upwards of 100 Wood Engravings, now first inserted, 4^1. lis. 6d. cloth. 

THOMSON.-THE DOMESTIC MANAGEMEHT OF THE SICK 

ROOM, necessary, in Aid of Medical Treatment, for the Cure of Diseases. By A. Todd 
Thomson, M.D. F.L.S. &c. New Edition. Post 8vo. 10s. 6d. cloth. 

" There is no interference with the duties of the medical attendant, but sound, sensible, and 
clear advice what to do, and how to act, so as to meet unforeseen emergencies, and co-operate 
with professional skill."— Literary Gazette. 

THOMSON.-ATLAS OF DELINEATIONS OF CUTANEOUS 

ERUPTIONS ; illustrative of the Descriptions in Dr. Bateman's Synopsis of Cutaneous 
Diseases. By A. Todd Thomson, M.D. &c. Royal 8vo. with 128 graphic Illustrations, 
carefully coloured on 29 Plates, ^3, 3s. boards. 



TRANSACTIONS OF THE ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRUR- 

OICAL SOCIETY of LONDON; comprisinff many valuable and important Papers on Medi- 
cine and Soifi^ery. Vol. XII. of the New Series. Svo. with Six Plates (one coloured) and Three 
Woodcuts, las. cloth. 

Contents.— Mr. P. Hewett's cases of Encephaloid Disease of the Heart— Mr. Amott's case 
of diseased undescended Testicle— Mr. Le Gros Clark's case of Ligature of the common Caro- 
tid Artery— Dr. B^nce Jon«i on the contrast between Delirium Tremens and Inflammation 




tomy— Mr. Imaee*s case of Enlargement of the Left Mahima— Mr. Le Gros Clark's case of 

aanosis— Mr. Marson on the co-existence of Variola and Scarlatina— Dr. Peacock's case of 
dformation of the Heart— Mr.. Simon on Inflammation of the Kidney— Dr. G. Johnson on 
the Inflammatory Diseases of the Kidney— Mr. Birkett's account of the Structure of a Nsvus 
—Mr. Worthington's case of a large Pouch in the (Esophagus— Dr. Todd on the Irritability 
' of the Muscles of Paralysed Limbs— Dr. Arrowsmith's ratalcase of Dysphagia. 

TURNER— A TREATISE ON THE FOOT OF THE HORSE, 

And on a New Svstem of Shoeing, by one-sided nailing; also on the Nature, Origin, and Symp- 
toms of the Navicular Joint Lameness, with Preventive and Curative Treatment. By 
J.TuBNKR, M.R.V.C. Royal 6vo* 7s. 6d. boards. 

TJRE -DICTIONARY OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES, & MINES : 

Containing a clear Exposition of their Principles and Practice. By Andrew Ure, M.D. 
F.R.S. M.G.S. M.A.S. Lond.; M. Acad.N.L. Philad.; S. Ph. Soc. N. Germ. Hanov.; Mulii. 
&c. &c. 3d Edition, corrected. 8vo. with 1,241 Engravings on Wood, SOs. cloth. 

URE.-RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN ARTS, MAMUFAC- 

TURES, and MINES ; being the 2d Edition of a Supplement to the 3d Edition of his Dictionary. 
By Andrew Ure, M.D. F.K.S. &c. 8vo. with numerous Wood Engravings, 148. cloth. 

VETERINARIAN (THE) : 

A Monthly Journal of Veterinary Science. Euited by Mr. Pbrciyall, assisted by Professor 
Dick and Mr. Karkeek. 8vo. Is. 6d. 

VETERINARY RECORD (THE), 

And Transactions of the Veterinary Medical Association- Edited by Messrs. Spoonbr, 
Simon DS, and Morton. 8vo. 2s. 6a. 

S* Published Quarterly— On the 1st of January, April, July, and October. 

VINCENT (J. P.) — OBSERVATIONS ON SOME OF THE 

PARTS of SURGICAL PRACTICE ; to which is prefixed, an Inquiry into the Claims that 
Surgery may be supposed to have for being classed as a Science, By John Painter 
Vincent, late Senior Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital. Bvo. with Plate, 128. cloth. 

VON BEHR. — HAND-BOOK OF HUMAN ANATOMY, 

General, Special, and Topographical. Translated from the Original German of Dr. Alfred 
Von Behr, and adapted to the use of the English Student, by John Birkett, F.L.S. Fellow 
oftheRoyu College of Surgeons ofEnglanc^ Demonstrator of Anatomy at Guy's Hospital. 
16mo. 10s. 6d. cloth. 

" In regard to the translation it is carefully made." 

FoRBEs's British and Foreton Medical Review. 

'* The work of Von Behr is a manual intended mostly to assist the student at lecture, and 

to guide him in his course of dissections and demonstrations The treatise is well arranged, 

ana its details are given with ability and correctness." 

Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 

'< The hand-book of Dr. Von Behr will assist English students, especially in that depart- 
ment, minute anatomy, which at present is often neglected ; and with this conviction we 
recommend this manual to those for whose use it is more particularly designed." 

Mbdico-Chirurgical Review. 

" Mr. Birkett has, by the publication of this Hand-book, placed within the reach of English 
students a useful elementary treatise, which, while it may serve as a Dissector's Manual, has 
the peculiar advantage of auording a correct description of the general anatomy of the body, 
in conjunction with the most prominent focts which have of late years been established 
respecting the constituents and structural arrangements of the animal tissues. The con- 
struction of this work is excellent. The matter is well arranged, the index copious, 
and the descriptions, while they are terse, are, upon the whole, clear, ample, and correct. 
Mr. Birkett has certainly performed a difficult task in a very able and judicious manner, and 
we can recommend this Hand-book as a useful and systematic guide to students of anatomy." 

Medical Gazette. 



16 SCIENTIPIC WORKS PUBLISHED BY MESSRS. LONGMAN k CO. 



WAGNER— THE ELEMENTS OF COMPARATIVE ANATOMY. 

Desigrned especially for the use of Stndenti. By Rudolph Wagner, M.D. Professor of Ctom- 
TOirative Anatomy and Physiology in the University of OOttingen, &c. Edited, from the 
German, by Alprbd Tulk, M.R.C.S. 8to. 9a. cloth. 



" Professor Wapier»s works are no less remarkable for perspicuity of arrangement than 




supersede 

careful perusal, we have no hesitation in recommending^ it to every student of anatomy de- 
sirous of graining information regarding a collateral department which has served to clear up 
many of uie doiutfol and uncertain points in physiological science."— Mbdical Gazette. 



WALNE.-CASES OF DROPSICAL OVARIA REMOVED BY 

the large Abdominal Section. By D. Henry Walne, Surgeon. 8vo. 3s. 6d. cloth. 

**Tliese cases were well chosen, the arrangements admirably made, the operation was well 
performed, and the after-treatment most judicious: we have, therefore, to praise the Judg- 
ment, boldness, dexterity, and professional skill of Mr. Walne." 

Dublin Journal op Medical Science. 

" It is only justice to Mr. Walne to say, that he appears to have watched his patients with 
unremitting care, and to have conducted their treatment very Judiciously ; to which the 
successful result of the operations was no doubt in a great measure owing. The reports of 
their progress, too, are as rail and explicit as could be desired." 

British and Foreign Medical Review. 

WHITE— A COMPENDIUM OF THE VETERINARY ART; 

Containing plain and concise Observations on the Construction and Management of the 
Stable ; a bnef and popular Outline of the Structure and Economy of the Horse j the Nature, 
Symptoms, and Treatment of the Diseases and Accidents to which the Horse is liable ; the 
Best Methods of performing various Important Operations ; with Advice to the Purchasers 
of Horses; and a copious Materia Medica and Pharmacopoeia. By James Whitb; late Vet. 
Surg, ist Dragoons. 17th Edition, entirely reconstructed, with considerable Additions and 
Alterations, bringing the work up to the present State of Veterinary Science, by W. C. 
Spoon ER, Vet. Surgeon, &c. &c. 8vo. with coloured Plate, 16s. cloth. 



WHITE. -A COMPENDIUM OF CATTLE MEDICINE; 

Or, Practical Observations on tlie Disorders of Cattle and the other Domestic Animals, except 
the Horse* By the late J. White. 6th Edition, re-arranged^ with copious Additions and 
Notes, by W.C. Spooner, Vet. Surgeon, Author of a "Treatise on the Influenza," and a 
*' Treatise on the Foot and Leg of the Horse," &c. 8vo. 9s. cloth. 

WILSON-PRACTICAL AND SURGICAL ANATOMY. 

By W. J. Erasmus Wilson, F.R.S. Teacher of Practical and Surgical Anatomy and Phy- 
siology. 12mo. with 50 Engravings on liVood by Bagg, 10s. 6d. cloth. 

WINTER (J. W.)-THE HORSE IN HEALTH AND DISEASE ; 

Or, Sug^stions on his Natural and General History, Varieties, Conformation, Paces, A^e, 
Soundness, Stabling, Condition, Training, and Shoeing. With a Digest of Veterinary Practice, 
By James W. Winter, M.R.C.V.S.H., Member of the Association Litt^raire d'Egypte, late 
Veterinary Surgeon to Mehemet Ali and Ibrahim Pacha. 8vo. 10s. 6d. cloth. 

" A complete exposition of the subject, and an excellent ^de to the practice of the vete- 
rinary surgeon, this volume comprehends the natural history of the animal, traces its 
affections and diseases to their origin, and teaches how to apply the most successful remedies. 
It is a book for every countinff-house, be it landlord's or tenant's; and the most experienced 
of practitioners will find much valuable information in Mr. Winter's pages." 

Literary Oazbttb. 

'* Mr. "Venter Is master of his subject, and hence writes with force and distinctness. He 
is thoroughly cognizant of all the varieties of the horse, of the best methods of breeding, of 
all forms of disease, and of the most Judicious modes of treatment. On these topics, and 
various kindred ones, he discourses in this elaborate treatise with grreat ability, giving 
the results of his enlarged knowledge and experience in a pleasing and intelligible manner. 
From the popular style of the book, and the great amount of information it contains, it may 
be read with profit by every one who is interested in the Judicious treatment of the horse ' in 
heath and disease.'."— Britannia. 
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